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Russia 
and Iraq 
reach deal 
to develop 
oilfield 

By Robert Cordne and 
Roula Khalaf 
LONDON—Iraq’s par¬ 
liament has ratified an 
oil agreement with Rus¬ 
sia in defiance or the 
hardening US attitude 
towards Baghdad. 

Russia says the agree¬ 
ment does not violate 
the United Nations 
embargo governing 
investment in Iraq and 
unauthorized export of 
Iraqi oil, but western 
diplomats said it threat¬ 
ened to and ermine sanc¬ 
tions put in place seven 
years ago. 

The Russian deal, to 
develop the Qurna oil¬ 
field in southern Iraq, is 
the most detailed agree¬ 
ment to emerge between 
Iraq and Foreign compa¬ 
nies keen to gain access 
to the world’s second 
largest oil reserves. 

Some western oil 
companies have reached 
“understanding^’ with 
Iraq regarding the 
development of certain 
oilfields, although such 
arrangements are 
thought to fall short of 
contracts. 

Bnt Baghdad newspa¬ 
pers have claimed that 
the deal indudes a com¬ 
mitment that the Rus- 
aans spend $200 million 
on activities related to 
the project, in spite of 
sanctions. A $100 mil¬ 
lion loan to Iraq for 
equipment is another 
requirement. Russian 
oil executives were not 
available to comment on 
whether the money 
would be spent inside 
Iraq. 

Western ofl. compa¬ 
nies said the Russian 
deal went beyond other 
arrangements which 
had been made with 
Baghdad. Elf Aquitaine, 
the French oil group 
which was one of the 
first western companies 
to resume talks with the 
Iraqis after the end of 
the Gulf war, said it 
only had an assurance 
that it would Jbe treated 
favorably once the 
embargo was lifted. 

Although Russia has 
agreed not to go ahead 
with the development 
until the sanctions are 
lifted, one western dip-* 
lomat said a “grey area” 
in the sanctions regime 
could allow some invest¬ 
ment to be made in oil 
facilities in Iraq, 
already owned by the 
Russians. Russia devel¬ 
oped 15 oilfields in Iraq 
prior to the Gulf war. 

Continued on page 2 



Weather 

Outlook 


• Normal spring weather 
is expected during the Eid 
Al Adha holiday. Sunny to 
partly cloudy skies are ex¬ 
pected. Temperatures wiU 
be around their seasonal av¬ 
erage (between 17 and 19 
degrees in the mountainous 
areas). It will be cool at 
Bights with temperatures 
around 3 degrees. It wiB be 
hot and sunny in Aqaba. 


World Bank Social Security Package 

Critics fear program is a 
first step to settle refugees 


Ask for your free 8-page weekend 
magazine with this issue 


By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
As Palestinians and Israelis 
grapple over what to do next to 
overcome the political impasse 
created by the building of a 
Jewish settlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem, attention is slowly 
focusing on an unaddressed 
problem on their thorny 
agenda; the fate of Palestinian 
refugees. Fears of schemes to 
settle the refugees in their host 
countries are being expressed 
loudly. 

In Jordan, a country playing 
host to the largest number of 
Palestinian refugees, opposi¬ 
tion to attempts to create de 
facto settlement has been grow¬ 
ing in the past few years. 

In recent days, such worries 
resurfaced since Jordanian offi¬ 
cials unveiled details of a 
“social security package” 
which included JDI73 million 
for refugee camps, JDI45 mil¬ 
lion for Jpcai councils and JD 
9T million for smaller projects. 

The World Bank will 
finance the first stage, esti¬ 
mated at JD 92 million, of the 
JD 431 million package. A 
ministerial committee, headed 
by Dr Jawad Al Anani, deputy 
prime minister for service 
affairs and minister of state for 
prime ministry affairs, has 
started discussing the program 
which aims at, according to 
official sources, “supporting 
the social infrastructure, fight¬ 
ing poverty and encouraging 
productivity" in local councils. 


28 housing areas and 13 
refugee camps. 

As far as refugee 
camps are concerned, 
the unveiling of the 
package could not have 
come at a worse time. 

As the peace process 
falters, the debate over 
the future of Jordon's 
estimated two million 
Palestinian. refugees 
(UNRWA says they are 
only 1.3 million) is 
heating up. The major¬ 
ity of these refugees 
have enjoyed Jordanian 
citizenship since 1950s. 

There are 13 refugee 
damps in Jordan home 
to about 300.000 refu¬ 
gees. Services for these 
camps is provided by the Dept., 
of Palestinian Affairs of the 
Foreign Ministry and UNRWA 
The UN agency recognizes 
only 10 camps. 

‘T he role of Jordan is to help 
-the Jordanian—community of 
Palestinian origin to achieve 
their objective in returning 
home and we are talking about 
those who wish to do so, h is 
their option,” said Marwan 
Doudin, head of the Jordanian 
delegation for the Multinational 
Refugee Working Group, 
which was formed as an out¬ 
come of the peace treaties 
signed by the Palestinians and 
Israel and by Jordan and Israel. 

“We are keeping the status 
of the 10 refugee camps as such 
with a United Nation’s flag 



here and rhcrc because we do 
nor want anyone to think that 
by improving the quality of life 
of Palestinians in refugee 
camps we are in any way preju¬ 
dicing their right to return.” 

■ He said that while Jordan 
does not want to prejudice the 
refugees’ rights to return to 
their homeland, it also believes 
that the refugees have a right to 
live in a dignified way and 
enjoy basic services. 

But not all agree with his 
logic. "These camps have been 
there for more than 30 years, 
why bother about them now?' 
asked Dr Lubib Kamhawi, a 
Jordanian human rights 
activist. 

"So the timing must he 
linked to the developments that 


came after the peace process 
and this is something that we 
should lake into considera¬ 
tion." Kamhawi said. 

Kamhawi. who is an active 
member of the preparatory 
commit* pc for “The Confer¬ 
ence for the Right of Return 
and Self-determination for the 
Palestinians" said that the 
improvement of the quality of 
life inside the refugee camps 
should have been addressed 
years ago. “Now it Is a political 
issue and it aims at canceling 
the status of the refugee camps 
and at settling the Palestinians 
and at canceling their right of 
return.” 

Article 8 of the Jordanian- 
Contiaued on page 2 


Majali leaves options open on elections 


By Hamdan Al H^jj 

Special to The Star 
CONSPIRACY THEORISTS 
argue that the main reason 
behind the proposal to 
increase of Lower House seats 
from the present 80 to at least 
100 ultimately has to do with 
fragmenting the electorate and 
reducing the chances of candi¬ 
dates in the coming Parlia¬ 
mentary elections. 

Jordan will increase its 
electoral districts to 100, offi¬ 
cial sources predict. However, 
according to Prime Minister 
Abdel Salam Majali. the one- 
man-one-vote system will 
remain intact 

But such an increase in the 
number of seats require much 
work. What needs to be dis¬ 
cussed now is the “procedural 
process" that involves admin¬ 
istrative divisions and electo¬ 
ral boundaries. What is being 
regarded as something of a 
novelty is that Jordanians will 
be issued for the first time 


with “magnetic voting cards.” 

The idea behind the 
revamping of the system is to 
increase the election turn out 
and get the electorate to the 
booths as fast and as little time 
as possible. But there is still 
misgivings. 

In their meeting with the 
government last Monday, dep¬ 
uties called on the Prime Min¬ 
ister to delay issuing a tempo¬ 
rary electoral draft law and 
run the coming elections on 
the previous law that was 
implemented in the 1993 
elections. 

Observers argue that the 
issue is deeper than that going 
to the heart of the continuation 
of the current Parliament; and 
in this respect there is tacit 
agreement between Lower 
House deputies and the gov¬ 
ernment. If they stop calling 
for an extraordinary session 
the government promises not 
to dissolve Parliament. This 
means that deputies will be 


able to continue to meet. 

However, this is seen by 
other political analysis as mere 
speculation. The government 
is still to make up its mind 
about what it will do. Rumor 


has it the government is still 
thinking of either the months 
of May or June as possible 
dates for the dissolution of 
Lower House. ■ 


In Palestinian schools 
children learn the ABCs of 
national identity 


New settlement near 
Jabal Abu Ghneim 

WORK ON a new Jewish settlement is to start soon hi an . 
area west of Jabal Abu Ghneim in Arab E^.Jerasal^m^'■ 
The Jerusalem Fust reported this week. / ; . V; 

As Prime Minister Bipjamin Netanybu was in Wasbitig- 
too discussing the peace process with US President Bill, 
CHhton. Israeli Housing Ministry officials wei% putting the .j 
final touches on plans for a new settlement in-East 

Jerusalem. • 

The paper stated that maps have already been prepared 
for the new colony near BfetSafafa in Arab J e r u s al em, an - 
area the Israelis call “Givax Hamatos”. Palestinian vfllagV 
ers own land and have bu3t homes adjacent to tfce pfanoed 
budding site. • . " 

. Continued on page 2 ' 


By Marjorie Miller 
RAM ALL AH—The theme for 
the Aziz Shahin School's 
fourth-grade art class was writ¬ 
ten on die chalkboard in careful 
Arabic script; “Jerusalem is 
ours. We love peace.” 

Forty Palestinian girls in 
striped smocks bent over their 
desks to draw the golden Dome 
of the Rode from Jerusalem's 
Old City. They colored doves, 
olive branches and. atop each 
picture of the mosque, a black- 
while-green-and-red Palestin¬ 
ian flag. 

• “Why do we want peace?” 
the art teacher asked the class. 

“So all of the prisoners will 
return to Palestine,” sad one 
student. .. ... 

“So we will have a home¬ 
land,” answered another. 

To free Jerusalem from the 
Jews who took it from us.” said 
a third. 

The teacher beamed with 
pride. 

If Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu holds any 
expectations that the Palestin¬ 
ians will become more flexible 
over time on such issues as 
Jerusalem and statehood, a 
peek into their public schools 
and new textbooks would con¬ 
vince him otherwise. 

After nearly 80 years of for¬ 
eign rule and Israeli occupa¬ 
tion, Palestinian educators are 
in control of their classrooms 
for the first time and are using 
them to teach a new generation 
the building blocks of national 
identity. They are giving their 
first uncensored courses in Pal¬ 
estinian history, culture and cit¬ 
izenship—that is, membership 
io a Palestinian state with East 
Jerusalem as its capital. 

But while enjoying their 
freedom from foreign domina¬ 
tion. Palestinian teachers say 
they find it difficult to give 
some of these lessons in times 
of such political uncertainty: 
They are preparing students to 
become citizens of a state that 
does not exist. Half of the 
pupils drawing the Dome of the 
Rock have never visited Jerusa¬ 
lem and are prevented from 
doing so by Israeli closures. 

And the peace that students 
are supposed to love is. a pro¬ 
cess on the brink of collapse. 
Israel has broken ground for a 
new Jewish settlement in East 
Jerusalem, and Muslim extre¬ 
mists have responded by 
resuming terrorist attacks. 



Palestinian students: Different kinds of textbooks 


including three suicide bomb¬ 
ings. In response, Israel froze 
peace negotiations and closed 
the West Bank and Gaza Snip. 
The self-governing Palestinian 
Authority cut off security coop¬ 
eration with Israel, and Pales¬ 
tinian youths have taken to the 
streets for daily clashes with 
Israeli soldiers. 

For decades, Palestinian 
identity was defined almost 
entirely by the struggle against 
Israel for a Palestinian home¬ 
land and, on a personal level, 
by confrontations with Israeli 
soldiers. It was nurtured in 
tightly knit Palestinian families 
and in their communities, some 
scattered around the globe. 

But under the Israeli occupa¬ 
tion, any sign of Palestinian 


nationalism—a Hag or Ptdes- 
tine Liberation Organization 
insignia—was banned, and sol¬ 
diers searched schools at will 
for what was considered to he 
enemy propaganda. 

They would have removed 
even the needlepoint picture 
that now decorates Aziz Shahin 
principal Imtiyaz Nazzal's 
office with the motto "Peace 
and justice for Palestine.” In 
fact, they probably would have 
arrested her for having such an 
object. 

Sami Adwan. a Bethlehem 
University education professor, 
notes that many political issues 
cannot be dealt with defini¬ 
tively: Maps are never perma¬ 
nent: political definitions rarely 

Continued on page 2 


While Vanunu languishes in prison , Mossad 
agent ‘Cindy’ lives in comfort in sunny Florida 


ORLANDO, Honda—The 

news is certain to mortify Mor- 
dechai Vanunu, jailed in Israel 
for revealing his country’s 
nuclear secrets. As he struggles 
to keep his sanity after years of 
solitary confinement the agent 
of his downfall, 
a woman he 
once knew as _____ -. 
“Cindy.” is 
enjoying all the 
comforts of a 
sunny, palm- 
fringed corner 
of America. 

Her notori¬ 
ous role in the 
capture of Vanunu. who was 
sentenced to 18 years in prison 
for exposing Israel’s nuclear 
program in The Sunday Times. 
may have been the pinnacle of 
her career as a Mossad agent 
Posing as an American tourist 



wor< 

Report 


in London 10 years ago. she 
lured Vanunu to Rome. He was 
drugged and bundled aboard a 
boat bock to Israel, where he 
was charged with treason. 

Today she is reaping the 
rewards of service to Mossad. 

The Iasi Vanunu 
saw of “Cindy” 
may have been 
her features going 
fuzzy as he was 
knocked uncon¬ 
scious and given 
an injection by 
her accomplices 
in Rome. 

Nobody - had 
seen her or spoken to her since 
publicity caused her to go 
underground in 1988. She was 
believed to have been dis¬ 
patched by Mossad to South 
America to lie low. Vanunu 
thought she might be dead— 


murdered by the people who 
kidnapped him. 

Far from it. She has resur¬ 
faced in Florida, the sunshine 
state, where a Sunday Times 
reporter confronted her last 
week. 

While Vanunu’s repeated 
pleas for the right to mingle 
with other prisoners are 
rejected with monotonous reg¬ 
ularity by Israeli judges. Cindy, 
whose real name is Cheryl Ben 
Tov. zips about in a red con¬ 
vertible and sells time-share 
accommodation to ageing Jew¬ 
ish "snowbirds” migrating 
south for the winter. 

She lives with her hi^band 
Ofer. a former major in the 
Israeli intelligence service, in a 
secluded villa in Orlando, close 
to Disney World and the John 
F Kennedy Space Center at 
Cape Canaveral. She has 


breakfast with friends, swims 
in a luxury pool complex and 
drives the sports carlo work. 

She refused to give an inter¬ 
view to the reporter, but speak¬ 
ing in fluent, if deeply accented 
Hebrew, she did not deny her 
role in the affair. Her primary 
concern, she said, was that any 
story about her should not 
■‘harm" her position in 
America. 

Her fears are understanda¬ 
ble. According to acquain¬ 
tances in Israel, the 37-year-old 
is on assignment abroad for the 
same employer as even Israeli 
intelligence. 

Ben Tov was never cut out 
to be a time-shore operative. 
Neither was her husband an 
obvious candidate to work for 
an Orlando real estate firm. 
YeL so far as their friendsMn 
Orlando are concerned, such 


occupations faithfully reflect 
the people they know—a pleas¬ 
ant, hard-working couple, par¬ 
ticipating in the highly compet¬ 
itive Honda version of the 
American dream. 

There is. by all accounts., 
family money: Cheryl's Ameri¬ 
can father, Stanley Hanin, is a 
wealthy man; he recently sold 
his Florida tyre business for 
$32 million to sail the world in' 
an expensive yachL 

They keep a comfortable in' 
Israel, in the upper' middle-' 
class neighborhood of Kohav ; 
Yair. northeast of Tel Aviv, 
where neighbors'know a very 
different couple. Many of 
Israel’s security establishment 
live, in Kohav Yair, under 
guard. It. is home to Ehud 
Barak, the former chief of staff, 
who is expected to be elected 

Continued on page 2 
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Mukawir 


Where time 



ands still 


Stephen Brannon 

Special To The Star 


HOW MANY times have you read a trav¬ 
elogue extolling the “thriving fauna and 
flora" of one of JonJan’s natural attrac¬ 
tions? Bounding off in search of a Garden 
of Eden teeming with exotic animals and 
lush, verdant foliage, you instead find a 
rather barren landscape with a few scrag- 
gly shrubs struggling to survive. Secretly 
you are disappointed, but you do not 
admit this to your friends. 

There are a number of places mainly in 
the Ghor region where the land does 
indeed now with milk and honey, but Jor¬ 
dan is not a tropical rain Forest. The most 
unforgettable and inspiring places in Jor¬ 
dan are known not for their thriving wild¬ 
life. but for their rugged and austere 
beauty. 

While Petra and Wadi Rum have been 
“discovered" by the shutter-bug tourist 
legions, there remain a Few places where 
a breathtaking panorama can be enjoyed 
in wonderful solitude and silence. The 
liny village of Mukawir is one of those 
places. 

Located about 35 kilometers southwest 
of Madaba. Mukawir hosts one of Jor¬ 
dan's undiscovered gems, the ancient for¬ 
tress of Machaerus. King Herod the Great 
built the structure on top of a steep hill 
overlooking the Dead Se3 in the year 30 
BC. Machaerus is similar to Herod's 
other mountain fortresses, namely Hero- 
dium, Alexandrum and Masada, found 
west of the Jordan River. 

Machaerus is most commonly known 


as the place where John the Baptist lost 
his head. The Biblical account tells us 
that the beautiful Salome danced there for 
Herod, who promised to grant her one 
wish in return. Unfortunately for John the 
Baptist. Salora£ asked for his head on a 
silver platter. 

Modern scholars have placed this event 
within the context of the ongoing political 
intrigues of the period. When Herod the 
Great’s successor. Herod Uie Teirarch, 
divorced the daughter of the Nabatean 
king Arms IV in order to many his 
brother’s wife, the southern kingdom rose 
up against Herod, defeadng a force sent 
by him to quell the rebellion. 

Herod's behavior with his new wife 
and her daughter, Salami led to a denun¬ 
ciation by John the Baptist Eventually. 
Herod and Salom£ grew tired of his fiery 
sermons, and had the holy man executed 
at Machaerus. 

The site is currently undergoing res¬ 
toration by the Antiquities Dept., 
although there are few walls of any 
height still standing. To be honest. 
Machaerus is archeologically neither 
interesting nor very important. The 
greatest attraction of this unknown 
treasure is the stunning panoramic view 
it presents of the surrounding land¬ 
scape. the Dead Sea and the West Bank. 
On a clear night, you can easily make 
out the lights of nearby Jerusalem and 
Jericho. 

The walk up from the small parking 
lot to the top of the hill takes only 15 
minutes. From the top, carefully 
descend to the westward ridge. There 


you will find a path j 
which extends all l 
the way down lo the J 
Dead Sea. From ihe j 
top of Machaerus ! 

<700 meters above } 
sea level) to the 
Dead Sea <40u 
meters below sc a 
level) is quite a 
drop. 

A round trip lakes 
about 10 hours at a 
moderate pace, hut 
the uphill climb can 

be extremely hard. 

Bring plenty of 
water, and consider 
hitchhiking back to a 
predetermined place, 
as the path crosses 
the main Dead Sea 
highway. Those with 
fewer masochistic 
tendencies can still 
enjoy a rewarding 
one- or two-hour 
hike extending the 
length of the” main 
ridge. 

To get to 
Mukawir. take the 
King’s Highway 

south from Madaba. _ 

Turn right at the 
town of Libb. and continue along the 
road until it comes to a dead end in front 
of Machaerus. 

Chances are goo J that once you climb up 




the hill you won't see or hear anyone else, 
with the notable exception of the shepherds 
and their flocks who still find shelter in the 
myriad caves and grouocs around Mukawir. 


Listen to their voices waft across the barren 
gorges and breathe in pure air tinged with 
the salt of the Dead Sea. You will be trans¬ 
ported back into Biblical times. ■ 


Learning the ABCs of national identity 


Continued from page 1 


are fixed. 

“Reality changes. Remem¬ 
ber that in the late 1970s. the 
Camp David agreements wen: 
rejected by most Palestinians 
as treachery. Then, in the 
1990s. we Palestinians made 
agreements weaker than Camp 
David and call it an achieve¬ 
ment." Adwan said, referring 
to the accords that brought 
peace between Israel and 
Egypt 


The Palestinians who signed 
that peace agreement run the 
self-rule government and. 
under that, the Education Min¬ 
istry. The Palestinian Legisla¬ 
tive Council ultimately will set 
the guidelines for the texts, 
which are not likely to be criti¬ 
cal of the peace process. 

Nor will they read like 
Israeli texts. The interpretation 
of events by the onerime ene¬ 
mies will remain at odds, much 
as US and Mexican history 
books tell different versions of 


the Mexican-American War. 

“We don't sec our freedom 
fighters as ‘terrorists.’ just as 
Jewish texts say the Hagana 
was a national resistance move¬ 
ment," Adwan said, referring to 
the Jewish underground that 
fought for the establishment of 
Israel. “We call our command¬ 
ers ‘fidayyeen'—those who 


sacrifice their lives for others. 
To us. they are heroes. The 
Israelis call them gangs and 
terrorists." 

The Education Ministry Has' 


Earth Day celebrated at 
American Embassy 


IN CELEBRATION of the 
Earth Day. the American Center 
of the US embassy in Amman is 
hosting a series of seminars on 
Tuesday. 29 April. 

Seminar on "Sustainable 
Development" front 9-.am to 
12:00. Panelists Dr Jawad 
Anani. Deputy Prime Minister 
iind Minister of State for Devel¬ 
opment Affaire: Dr Safe El 
Deen Homed from the World 
Bank, currently working as an 
environmental planning consul¬ 
tant in North America and the 
Middle East: and Architect 


Ramzi Qawar. owner and 
Director of the Development 
Community Group. 

The panelists will address 
issues of public participation in 
sustainable development . as 
well as the business and envi¬ 
ronment requirements for sus¬ 
tainable develop mem.The semi¬ 
nar will be conducted in 
English. 

The American Center in 
cooperation with the Ministry 
of Post and Telecommunica¬ 
tions. Ad Dusiour newspaper, 
the Royal Society for the Con¬ 
servation of Nature, and the 


Jordan Environment Society j 
sponsored a drawing competi-, 
tion under the title Jordan : Sky. 
Earth &Water for Jordanian 
children. The three prize win¬ 
ning drawings celebrating the 
environment will be reproduced 
as Jordanian postage stamps in 
1998. All children drawings will 
be exhibited at the American 
Center on Earth Day. from 1:00 
pm to 4:00 pm. 

Everyone entertested is wel¬ 
come to attend and participate in 
Earth Day activities. For more 
information: 
call82010l.ExL.2579. ■ 


produced one set of textbooks 
so far. paperback civics hooks 
for grades one through six that 
define such concepts as home¬ 
land. statehood and citizenship. 

The Palestinians are defined 
as descendants of the Canaan- 
ites—who predated the Israe¬ 
lites—a people who speak Ara¬ 
bic and live in the land of 
Palestine. The authors seem to 
have avoided the question of 
how to portray the Jews, 
because Israelis are largely 
absent from these books. 

For the students at A/iz. Sha- 
hin. Palestinian statehood hov¬ 
ers somewhere between reality 
and dream. The girls leant tra¬ 
ditional dances, practice the 
derailed embroidery of Pales¬ 
tinian dresses and set up dis¬ 
plays on rural Palestinian life- 
all elements of a national cul¬ 
ture. In the .school courtyard 
each morning, however, the 
girls bellow out the unihcm of a 
nation still in the making. 

"Freedom fighter. IreeJom 
fighter." they sing by heart. 
“By my resolution and my fire 
and the volcano of my revolt, 
by the height of the mountains 
and the tremor of the struggle, 
by the hurricane winds and the 
fire of the weaponry. Palestine 
is my home. Palestine is my 
fire..." ■ 


Critics fear program will open 
way to settle refugees 


IJi Times- Washington Post 
Sews Sendee 


Continued from page 1 

Israeli peace treaty on refugees, 
states that solving the case of 
displaced persons—the refu¬ 
gees iif West Bank and Gaza 
alter the 1967 war—will be 
negotiated in a quadripartite 
committee together with Egypt 
and ihe Palestinians. The fate 
of 1948 Palestine refugees is 
being discussed in the frame¬ 
work of the Multilateral Work¬ 
ing Group on Refugees. 

Article S also provides 
options for dealing with the ref¬ 
ugee issue “through the imple¬ 
mentation of agreed United 
Nations programs and - other 
agreed international economic 
programs concerning refugees 
and displaced persons, includ¬ 
ing assistance for their 
settlement." 

"As long as there is a Pales¬ 
tinian refugee problem there 
can never be peace as such and 
nobody will be able to claim 
that there is peace." Kamhawi 
added. "Solving the refugee 
problem is part and parcel of 
the peace process, and it has 
been tacitly agreed upon by 
parlies concerned and the inter¬ 
national powers that the solu¬ 
tion to the refugee problem will 
noi be through repatriation but 
through settlement, and other 



Russia and Iraq reach deal to develop oilfield 


Continued from page 1 

The degree to which for¬ 
eign oil companies can pre¬ 
pare for projects in Iraq is 
unclear. Although companies 
say they will not undertake 
development work before the 
lifting of the embargo, tbere 
have been low-key contacts 
between technical specialists. 

Lukoil, Russia's biggest oil 
company and the leader of 
the Russian consortium 
involved in the Qurna con¬ 
tract, has previously said pre¬ 


liminary work could include 
geological and technical prep¬ 
aration, as well as providing 
equipment not banned by the 
UN. 

Madeleine Albright, the US 
secretary of state, last month 
said Iraq's elimination of 
weapons or mass destruction 
would not be enough for a 
total lifting of sanctions, and 
made it dear that sanctions 
would be in place as long as 
Saddam Hussein. Uie Iraqi 
president. remained in 


power, 

Iraq's strategy has been to 
use the foreign oil deals and 
the prospect of big infrastruc¬ 
ture rehabilitation contracts 
lo increase pressure for an 
end to the embargo. 

President Saddam uses I 
such deals at home to project | 
an image of a normalization 
nr relations with the outside 
world. ■ 

Financial Times 
Syndication 


Under The Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein 


The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

and 

The Embassy of Switzerland in Jordan 
in cooperation with 
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means, short of the return of all 
these people to their homeland 
in Palestine." 

The total number of Palestin¬ 
ians in Palestine (West Bank. 
Gaza and Israel) and in the 
diaspora is estimated at seven 
million, as international and 
Palestinian statistics state. 
About 30 percent of them are 
living in West Bank and Gaza 
Strip including East Jerusalem, 
while 11.9 percent are living in 
Israel. About 58.1 percent. 4.2 
million Palestinians are in the 
diaspora, .according to 1995 
statistics. 

And 50.9 percent of the Pal¬ 
estinians are living in Arab 
countries, and 7.2 percent in 
the rest of the world. 

The setting up of UNRWA 
came after the so-called [Amer¬ 
ican] Johnson Proposal in early 
1950. which was aimed at set¬ 
tling the Palestinian refugees in 
their host countries. LfNRWA's 
mandate is restricted to provid¬ 
ing humanitarian aid. However 
this service is under threat 
from time to lime, especially 
by donor countries. The agency 
is under threat to end its ser¬ 
vices by the end of this 
century. 

In 1951, their was a setback 
regarding international obliga¬ 
tions towards Palestinian refu¬ 
gees when the International 
Refugee Convention was rati¬ 
fied in 1950. The convention 
excluded Palestinian refugees 
from international protection, 
which stresses on the refugees* 
right of return to their home¬ 
land or to settle in their host 
country if they do not wish to 
return. 

Article 49 of UNRWA's 
mandate states that any assis¬ 
tance provided to refugees 
should not violate, in any way, 
article 11 of UN resolution no. 
194 which underlines the right 


of return or compensation for 
Palestinian refugees. 

“UNRWA must continue to 
survive." said Dr Nafe’ Al Has¬ 
son. and “its mandate has to be 
improved to find a mechanism 
to activate the right of return 
for the Palestinian people.” 

The existence of UNRWA 
“is a witness to the tragedy of 
Palestinian refugees," Al Has- 
san said, who is an expert on 
refugee affairs and the applica¬ 
tion of international law in that 
regard- 

while Al Hassan agrees that 
the refugee camps require 
improvements, he warned that 
any improvement "should not 
be linked with a resettlement 
program.” 

“It is not within our terms of 
reference as a Jordanian gov¬ 
ernment to decide on whether a 
refugee is to return home or 
not, this is a personal choice,” 
Doudin emphasized. "This is a 
matter for the PNA to be tack¬ 
led in the final stage of negotia¬ 
tions. and we of course support 
the Palestinian negotiator,” but 
“as long as these persons are 
outside Palestine and in Jordan 
they must be treated as 100 per¬ 
cent Jordanians.” 

“We are not talking about 
the rights of Jordanian citizens 
who are of Palestinian origin, 
but about the right of people of 
Palestinian origin to return to 
Palestine, without jeopardizing 
their status as Jordanians, or as 
Lebanese or Americans 
because their citizenship should 
not be an impediment to their 
rights in Palestine," Kamhawi 
said. ■ 


Seminar on 
WTO to be held 
in Amman 


New settlement 
near Jabal 
Abu Ghneim 


Continued from page J 

Plans exist for the building 
of 1866 bousing units on a 
600-acre rite. In an attempt to 
avoid renewed conflicts with 
the Palestinians, plans call for 
permits to be granted for the 
expansion of Beit Safafa, 
alio wing Palestinian villagers 
to build ao additional 700 
housing units. 

The paper claimed that 
there are some 200 Jewish 
families that are living in car¬ 
avans in “Givat Hamahs,” 
New Jewish immigrants and 
the homeless were placed 
there by Israel's Ministry of 
Housing for a temporary 
period, and they are now 
begining to move them out of 
caravans. 

Once the site is vacated, the 
caravans will be removed so 
that construction on the new 
settlement can begin. ■ 


THE FRIEDRICH Naumann 
Foundation is organizing a 
rwoday conference on the 
World Trade Organization 
(WTO) between 28-29 April. 
The venue, that is organized 
with the cooperation of 
6SCWA, will concentrate on 
the entry to the WTO. On the 
second day. there will be two 
working sessions on the effects 
of the WTO on agriculture and 
textile and clothing. 

Participants include experts 
and political figures from 
Egypt. Jordan and Palestine, in 
addition to prominent resource 
persons from WTO headquar¬ 
ters in Geneva. Arthur Dunkel. 
ihe former GATT director will 
also take part. ■ 


. ::’ VI £ 

Rare engravings. Unique 
views of Jerusalem, Jerash, 
Um Qais and Petra. Also 
views Syria, the Holy Land, 
Lebanon and Egypt. Phone 
664805. 


WANTED 

Freelance writers wanted. Excellent 
command of the English language is a 
must Computer literacy wou/d be an 
advantage, if interested fax your CV to 
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Cindy lives" 
in comfort 
in sunny 
Florida : 
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leader of the Labor 

next month, as well ■«»$ 

EHud 

of Mossad.' The Ben TotfS/j 
villa is large, with ex*f? 
sfve gardens, V . ■ ' 

Ben Tov .continues.'to.: 
work for Mossad, acC 9JJ 
ins to her Israeli nragps 
bora. She and her 
they believe,' have rensxL 
out their house .while sfte$£ 
engaged on ^.overKfe; 
assignment ; 

U was in 1977 that Chee¬ 
ry] Hania Who grew up3f, 
luxury in FTonda, startetf tir 
work as an Israeli agents. 
Her patents were 
through an acrimonious^ 

divorce and,.on (he fldvrce’ 
of her rabbi, she throw bet*; 
self into her academic and* 
religious studies, culminate 
ing in a three-month resi-* 
dential course in Israeli' 
-She . learnt Jewish history 

and.Hebrew. - 

She left America at the. 
age of .17 never to return^ 
back until 18 months ago; 

Having scored; high 
marks ui army tests; she 
was recruited "into • the 
Nahal unit, whidi divided 
its time between military 
service and . agricultural 
labor. Working in the Yad* ; 
Hana kibbutz, one of the- 
most left-wing in Israel." 
she met Ofer* a buiky^ 
native-born Israeli who; 
would later join . military., 
intelligence. They 
later married. ; - -S; 

Cheryl's unusual inielli-/ 
gent—scoring 140 in an IQr- 
lest—and her American ; 
background and obvious, 
commitment to Israel;^ 
made her a natural recruit} 
for intelligence. 

Mossad contacted her 
under the guise of an invi¬ 
tation to the “prime minis¬ 
ter’s officer Three days of 
exhaustive psychological 
tests-were followed by .two 
years of intensive training, 
during which she. was 
taught, among other thrngs,- 
to shoot a man fromiOO 
yards, navigate speedboats, 
spot tails” and use sophis¬ 
ticated radio equipment. - 
• iThetf-3hKWtt tbid/.ste* 
had been^chosga to be;a-, 
female escort, partiiHpatmg ■ 
in Mossad operations’dlL 
over the world. She was 
disappointed The best 
women were sent to Arab 
countries . to . work 
undercover. 

In September 1986 she 
was in Israel enjoying a 
long, lazy weekend when 
she was summoned to the 
headquarters in Tel Aviv 
of the overseas Kaysaria 
unit. She was told that she 
was to fly the same day ter 
London under the name of 
Cynthia Hanin, her sister- 
in-law. A team of Mossad 
agents was already assem¬ 
bling in London • from, 
many different parts of the ’ 
world, under the direction 
of Beni Zeevj, tbe- 
agency’s deputy head. The-, 
message of prime minister: 
Shimon Peres was clean = 
find Vanunu and bring him 
to Israel alive. 

Peres was livid ^ that* 
Vanunu. a technician in the. 
country's nuclear research^ 
center in Dimona, should r ; 
have told the world the-; 
truth about Israel's bur¬ 
geoning atomic bomb 
capacity, which Israel vig-: 
orously denied.- “Bring the* 
son of a bitch back here," 
he ordered Nahuirr'• 

Admoni. then head of; 
Mossad. : 7, 

Vanunu. lonely and con¬ 
fused, had been advised^ 
repeatedly by The Sunday 
Times to be careful in his 
private life as he awaited' 
publication of his revela-V 
tion5. In particular, he was 7 
exhorted not to go abroad.; 
But when “Cindy”, appar¬ 
ently a trainee beautician’ 
from Florida, attracted his 
attention during a “chance" 
encounter in Leicester; 
Square, he was hopelessly 
smitten. 

When she invited him to; 
her sister's vacant apart\i 
ment in Rome, he was JdSL 
No sooner had they arrived., 
at the flat than the young" 
Moroccan-born Israeli was: 
knocked unconscious. 


drugged and spirited to 
Israel on a Panamanian* 


registered vessel, waiting 
off the Italian coast. ’ 
The world was outraged 
Vanunu was sentenced-:i<£ 
J8 years in prison. He has! 
been in solitary confine^, 
ment ever since. - 
Appeals for clemency' 
from every quarter hasty 
met a stony response from 
Israeli authorities, wbd 
seem determined tftat.Cfifc 
should serve every daypf; 
his sentence. Though s@i 
defiant and protesting^dte 
moral justice of bis catesr 
Vanunu's mental healdrii 
said to be deteriorating: ;fl(; 
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JORDAN 


WEEK 

?£i An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 

rl^Tlvm news an< * v * ews edited 

yyift by Marwan Al Asmar 

Striking students say they'll be back 

W Hundreds of medical Mudcne; singed a protest last week 
outside the University Teaching Hospital of the University of 
Jordan, They were ungr, at the university .id mi nisi rati on fur 
tailing to guarantee them proper medical protection. The 
students say they want comprehensive medical insurance 
while they are under training because of the nature of their 
work. A number of students have contracted discuses from 
hospital patients simply because protection such as 
vaccinations were not provided hy the university. The issue is 
still under investigation and students are promising more 
industrial action if their demands arc not met. 

Tabba’a calls on Arab businessmen not 
to deal with Israel 

■ Economic normalization with Israel is strongly rejected by 
the Council of Arab Businessmen (CBAj that is h.ised in 
Amman. Council secretary Mr Hamdi AITabba’a called fora 
freezing of relations between Arab businessmen and Israel so 
long as the later continues with its aggressive policies on the 
Occupied Territories. He said Arab businessmen must realize 
that Israel docs not respect international resolutions, peace 
agreements nor the peace process and has turned its back on 
the rights of the Palestinians by continuing with the building 
of settlement.-.. He described Israel as politically and 
economically extremist saying it "does not give and lake", 
"continues to monopolize list* Palestinian market.” ;md ”\ve .l\ 
Arab businessmen should help to add to its isolation in the 
region...” 

Jerusalem is calling 

■ The MBC telethon that was held to .support the Arab 
population of Jerusalem last week was seen as an 
embarrassment. After 24-hour nonstop broadens Ling total 
contributions collected were slightly more than $7 million. It 
is now said that the telethon should not have been staged in 
the first place because it blatantly showed the cracks in the 
Arab world, something which makes the Israelis feci very 
happy. Mr Hazzem Nuseibeh, a former Jordanian official may 
have put his finger on it when he said “it appears that Arab 
citizens have lost all hope and arc reflecting ’a don’t care 
mood.’” The telethon expected the contributions to reach the 
billion mark. 

Shooting at the bridge 

■ A Palestinian woman crossing the King Hussein Bridge 
shot and wounded two Israeli soldiers on the side that is 
controlled by Israel. A Palestinian woman was also wounded 
in the attack. The 29 year-old Sonia Al Raei. from the West 
Bank town of Qalqilya, fired at least three shots before she 
was apprehended and die gun taken away. The woman hid the 
gun under her clothes, took it out and started shooting at the 
Israeli soldiers just before she was searched. Al Raci said she 
carried out the attack to mark the anniversary of the death of 
her brother. Ibrahim, who died on 12 April 1988 in an Israeli 
jail whilst being tortured. 


Prime Minister Abdel Salam Al 
Majali received Mr Andrew Robin¬ 
son, the Canadian coordinator for 
the peace process, at the Prime Min¬ 
istry. Monday. Talks centered on the 
peace process and the issue of Pales¬ 
tinian refugees in particular . Dr 
Majali said the Jordanian govern¬ 
ment appreciates the role of Canada 
in this regard. 

He said the refugee issue will 
never be solved unless they gain a 
political identity and this will never 
be achieved unless a Palestinian 
state is established on Palestinian 
suit Mr Robinson said that his 
country is now trying to kick start 
the peace negotiations and to 
remove the obstacles especially on 
the Palestinian-Israeli track. He 
added that the solution to the Pales¬ 
tinian refugee issue ultimately lies 
on the principles of the peace pro¬ 
cess. (See frontpage story). 



Prince Hassan presents 
academic excellence awards 



TRH Prince Hassan and Princess Sarvath award the prizes. Nancy Bakir 
of the Higher Council of Science and Technology looks on. 


of the award. The first prize 


UNDER THE patronage of 
Their Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvath. a ceremony was held 
at the Royal Cultural Centre in 
Amman last Monday for the 
presentation of the ‘Al Hjss.iii 
ben Tala! Award for Academic 
Excellence. 1 

The award was established 
first in 1995 to encourage 
excellence in science, technol¬ 
ogy. and education, and 
enhance scientific and techno¬ 
logical activities in all con¬ 
cerned institutions in education 
and training. It was introduced 
on the 30th anniversary of the 
naming Prince Hassan as 
Crown Prince. It is targe tied at 
boosting creative and inven¬ 
tory abilities of certain catego¬ 
ries in the community which 
are the key elements in the 
development process. 

These categories include 
higher education organizations, 
general education institutions 
and professional and technical 
education. 

Winners fur Hie 1997 awards 
were announced last month. 
There were 14 applications 
submitted by nine universities 
and organizations. 

The first prize was withheld 
for this year hy the awards 
committee because non of the 


entries met the 
required 
standard. 

The second 
award went to a 
‘ Tom munn. alio 
ti Project with 
Industry.” pre¬ 
sented h> the 
Depan ment ot 
Industrial Engi¬ 
neering at (he 
University of 
Jordan. 

The third 
prize was given 
to the Depart¬ 
ment of Islamic 
Numismatics" at 
the Institute of 
Archaeology 
and Anthropol¬ 
ogy at Yarmouk 
University. 

The founh 
award (equal to 
the thirdt went 
for the building 
of a mathemat¬ 
ics information 
project. It was 
submitted by the College of 
Educational Sciences, run by 
the United National Relief 
and Works Agency 
I UNRWA) in Amman. 

The first ceremony was 
held in 199b to honor winners 


went to the Bucheloria School 
in Amman lor iis program 
"Creation. Activity and Ser¬ 
vices." The second prize was 
withheld, while the third went 
to the Abdul Hamced Shoman 


foundation for its translation 
of a book titled the "Normal 
Child.” 

The awards for this year 
were presented by Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Hassan and 
Princess Sarvath. ■ 
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King Hussein 


King Hussein 
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on the happy occasion of 
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basa Agricultural Markiting 

&Processlng Co. 

Presents its warmest 
wishes to His Majesty 


.sm* . 


King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
EID AL-ADHA 



The /VkifiageiTiefit and Staff of 

Jordan Cement 


Factories 


Extend their heart felt congratulations to 
His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
EID AL-ADHA 



The Management and Staff of 

MUNIR SUKHI1AN GROUP 

Extend their heartfelt congratulations to 
His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 

EID AL-ADHA 



The Management and Staff of 


; Jordan Industrial 
Estates 

i Extend their heartfelt congratulations to 
! His Majesty 

| King Hussein 

! on the happy occasion of 

EID AL-ADHA 
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ents.its warmest wishes to His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
EID AL-ADHA 



The Management and Staff of 

Ammon Shipping & Transport 

Extend their heart felt congratulations to His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 

> EID AL-ADHA 



White revolution, part two 

■ The message to the opposition is clear from Prime Minister 
Abdel SaJam Majali: Keep them guessing! The elections will 
be held, hut no date is set. No international observers, hut .ill 
are welcome to observe. As to the number of deputies. the 
legal voting age, the number of districts, the opposition will 
have to wait until a temporary law is passed hv the aovcm- 
ment and when is that to take place? Only Dr Majali knows. 

It was a typical Majali meet-the-press' encounter. The kind 
we got used to during his first two governments. The ever 
optimistic physician-turned-politician made a quick diaenosis 
of the ailing Jordanian economy. He admitted that a recession 
is crippling the Jordanian economy and that investments were 
slow in coming in. He promised to do away with government 
red-tape and make so easy for foreign investors to register a 
company that ail they would require is hand in a piece of 
paper to the concerned official body! 

Dr Majali talked about decentralization, about chancing 
people's mentality and attitude towards manual work'and 
about many other things. This is all good news. But can the 
government put its money where its mouth is? Is the reform 
process as easy as the Prime Minister makes it sound? 

The impression one gets from Saturday's press conference 
is that Dr Majali is embarking on what we might call, for lack 
of a bcucr expression, a second white revolution. If former 
Prime Minister Abdel Karim Kabariti’s Achillc Heel was the 
removal of bread subsidies, then Dr Majali'-. own could he 
reducing the size or the civil service. On the other hand, the 
way this government will handle the coming elections will 
correspond directly to its popularity in the street. 

The opposition has tried, unsuccessfully, to pre-empt Dr 
MajaJi’s elections agenda. But the man is calm .mJ collected 
and there is no reason to believe that he will relent and submit 
to the oppositions' demands. 

One area where Dr Majali appeared to take a different 
approach altogether from that of his predecessor is Iraq. His 
statements about our eastern neighbor were clear cut: that Jor¬ 
dan has no intention to interfere in the internal affairs of the 
Iraqi people. Such a position will be well received by ail Jor¬ 
danians whose sympathy for the Iraqi people is sometimes 
difficult to separate from their sympathy for the Iraqi 
leadership. 

Is he or isn’t he? 

■ Dr Samir Mutawa's ministerial portfolio has created a con¬ 
stitutional row. The Minister of State for Information Affairs 
says he is in effect a Minister of Information, just like his pre¬ 
decessor. But legal experts think not. They say he should be 
named as minister of information, unless the ministry of 
information is cancelled or that a Royal decree should assign 
him the portfolio of the said ministry. Until his fate is decided 
by the concerned legal bodies of the land. Dr Mutawa' will 
have to wait a while. Since the last government had begun the 
work of deconstructing the Ministry of Information as a first 
step to abolish it. Dr Majali's decision to name a state minis¬ 
ter for information affairs was seen as an indication thnL he 
was following on Kabariti doctrine. But it seems while Dr 
Majali is clear about this. Dr Mutawa' is not. In a recent 
meeting with the press corps, he brushed aside reporters' 
questions on the subject hy saying that he was in effect minis¬ 
ter of information. Well, it seems legal experts have another 
view. 

A kiss is just a kiss... 

■ Away from politics, some Jordanians were engaged in 
heated debates over the first public lip kiss in recorded Jorda¬ 
nian history. The kiss took place on stage as pan of a Jorda¬ 
nian play. “Hey. There", during the International Theater Fes¬ 
tival which ended last week. Naturally, like all first things, 
the kiss aroused public reactions at all levels. And naturally 
there were those who attacked the kiss as an indication of a 
further collapse in our moral values, and there were those 
who believed this was not your ordinary kiss, hut part of an 
artistic expression. Lei’s hope fatwas will not be issued and 
the debate will not go beyond the exchange of messages on 
NETS electronic bulletin board. No one bothered to talk 
about the value of the play itself, written by Fuad Abu Hijleh, 
which according to the festival's official guide deals with the 
dilemma of life and death since Adam and Eve were expelled 
from heaven. Just like the original Adam and Eve. the two- 
person cast, Suhair Fahed and Muhtaseb Aref. may nor have 
realized what they were gening into. 




The Management and Staff of 

Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Co. 

Extend their heartfelt congratulations to 
His Majesty 

King Hussein 

on the happy occasion of 
EID AL-ADHA 
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Our Say 


What kind of elections? 


PRIME MINISTER Abdel Sal am Majali is keeping his cards close to his chest. 
This week he met with the press, senators and deputies but none could say exactly 
what Dr Majali has in mind for the upcoming general elections. For the govern¬ 
ment to keep a low profile as it studies all available options, one has to give cred¬ 
it. But that credit is soon taken away if one senses that the government is as con¬ 
fused as the rest of us. Dr Majali's maneuvers are typical of his unemotional and 
cool headed approach to dealing with critical problems and issues. It would be a 
shame if that cool headedness and the "keep them guessing" style of running 
things ends with our discovery that the government was only buying time without 
having a notion of what it intends to do. 

Ignoring the political confusion that we find ourselves in today will not make it 
disappear. The fact remains that Jordan’s electorate as well as political parties 
and activists would like to know the ground rules under which the coming elec¬ 
tions will be held. 

Dr Majali is non committal about anything so far. He contradicts statements 
made by his own Minister of Interior, who is supposed to be in charge of the elec¬ 
tions file. His move to meet informally with deputies, when Parliament is in a re¬ 
cess. to listen to them and even to discuss with them a new draft elections law is a 
good move—on the face of it. But whose interests does such an initiative serve? 
Will the deputies, meeting on ad hoc basis in the Gallery, have a real say on such 
an important law? What if the government does not like deputies’ reactions to the 
draft? Will it submit to an unofficial vote, or press ahead regardless? 

Dr Majali should not look as if he is taking the deputies for a ride. The fall-out 
of something going wrong will damage his government’s stand more than any¬ 
thing and tarnish the integrity of the planned elections. So why doesn't he spell 
out his policy and stand by it? 

What we have now is an election law that has been adopted by the deputies in 
their previous session. The present electoral law, known to the man in the street 
as the one-man, one-vote system, created so much controversy when it was issued 
as a temporary law by the then Prime Minister Dr Majali back in 1993. Now his¬ 
tory is about to repeat itself. Dr Majali is talking about another temporary law, 
but this time he believes if he consults with the off-duty deputies, it will make it 
alright. But that is not the case. Any election law issued in the absence of Parlia¬ 
ment will remain a controversial one. 

Dr Majali should not waste any more time. He should come out now and tell us 
if the next elections will be held in accordance with the existing law or not. And 
if he is to draft a new election law. then meeting the deputies in the Photos Gal¬ 
lery, whenever he sees fit, will not cushion him or his government against public 
criticism or give his proposed law a sheen of parliamentary blessing. 

While Jordanians have different views about what the election law should look 
like, all have one thing in common: they want a clean and honest elections. Dr 
Majali should assure us that his government will deliver such elections. ■ 


Learning the ins and outs 


To The Editor, 


I would like to comment on an article 
printed in At Aswaq newspaper last 26 Febru¬ 
ary. It was about immigrant investors, espe¬ 
cially Arabs, losing a great deal of their in¬ 
vestment capital in Canada. The article gave 
die impression that Canada was to blame Tor 
their loss and lack of judgment in which in¬ 
vestment to choose. 

I was shocked to read this article which 
gave information on a few limited cases. Since 
I’ve spent considerable time in Canada and 
had several business transactions there, I 
know tor a fact of people who were not very 
secure financially and did not have the busi¬ 
ness knowledge required when they arrived 
in Canada—despite all this they became very 
well off. 

We shouldn't blame Canada, the land of 
opportunities, the second largest country in 
the world, which has the best quality of life 


standard in the world; instead we should 
blame ourselves. 

Most of our Arab investors think they can 
make money the moment they lay their feet 
on Canadian soil, knowing that a lot of them 
don’t have any kind or business experience, 
don't know anything about Canada’s bad¬ 
ness requirements or don’t even know Eng¬ 
lish or French to start with. 

Canada, actually isn’t looking for those 
whose come without serious and appropriate 
business planning, because actually they will 
be a burden on the country, especially if they 
live on public assistance and welfare. 

To make a long story short, l think an ini¬ 
tial sola lion would be at least to know and 
study all yon can about Canada, to become 
more sharp and business oriented and learn 
to speak some French or English other than 
yes, no, sorry, thank you and bye! 


Waddah Al-Kilani 
Amman 
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Why Netanyahu and 


Arafat need each other 


By Judy Dempsey 


HARTZUF1M. AN Israeli satirical televi¬ 
sion series in which politicians are merci¬ 
lessly mocked, recently ran a sketch few 
viewers will forget. If showed Mr Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu, the Israeli prime minister, 
and Mr Yassir Arafat, the Palestinian lead¬ 
er, sharing a bed which was supposed to 
symbolise the peace process. 

The sketch was remarkable in thai it 
showed how Mr Arafat had become ac¬ 
cepted by Israelis, particularly since only a 
few years ago no radio or television station 
would even refer to the Palestinians and it 
was illegal for Israelis to meet members of 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation. 

It also showed how. despite all the vicis¬ 
situdes of the peace process, both leaders 
need each other, even more so following 
the wave of unrest in the West Bank after 

Mr Netanyahu's decision to build a new 
Jewish settlement at Har Homa in Arab 
east Jerusalem. The question is who needs 
whom most. 

The Oslo peace accords made any Israe¬ 
li leader dependent on Mr Arafat and vice 
versa, since the accords are designed not 
merely to create confidence and trust. 
They are also about mutuality, requiring 
both sides to fulfil certain conditions lend¬ 
ing eventually whether Mr Netanyahu ac¬ 
cepts it or not to the creation of a Palestin¬ 
ian state. Above all the accords are a 
stni[jacket for both leaders. 

"It is the irreversibility of those accords 
which Netanyahu is only now realising." 
said Mr Meron Bcnvenisu. an historian 
and former deputy mayor of Jerusalem. 
“But he does not understand that Oslo also 
means both sides have to manage the con¬ 
flict together." 

For all his criticism of Mr Arafat in re¬ 
cent weeks, accusing him of giving a green 
light for terrorist attacks against Israeli tar¬ 
gets, Mr Netanyahu has become increas¬ 
ingly reliant on the Palestinian leader to 
combat terrorism. 

Last Thursday night he said Mr Arafat 
had co-operated in uncovering an under¬ 
ground cell run by Hamas, the militant Is¬ 
lamic movement, implying that since Is¬ 
rael's withdrawal from parts of lhc 
occupied West Bank, it needs the Palestin¬ 
ians more than ever for ihe exchange of in¬ 
formation on security. Israel cannot man¬ 
age alone. 

But if Mr Netanyahu is reluctant to ad- 



Amicable friends! Israel's satircal television program, Hartzufun, portrays 
strange relations between Arafat and Netanyahu 


mil his dependence on Mr Arafat, Mr Ara¬ 
fat is just as dependent on the Israeli lead¬ 
er. "The Palestinians have a second chance 
to have a state, having lost it in 1948.’’ said 
Mr Benvenisti. "It is rare to have a second 
chance. Arafat cannot blow it now." 

However, according to analysts, Mr Ne¬ 
tanyahu will do everything possible to re¬ 
duce the geographical size of that state, be¬ 
lieving he can push the Palestinians into a 
small space or homeland. 

"That is one of the reasons why he 
wants to nr.sh forward to the final status 
talks, bypassing the Oslo interim agree¬ 
ment," said Mr Shmuel Sandler, a political 
scientist at (he Bar Han University in Tei 
Aviv. But Mr Arafat will resist on the 
streets to prevent this happening, and to 
save Oslo. 

The Israelis recognise the street is Mr 
Arafat's strongest card. It was the lessons 
of the intifada the Palestinian uprising 
that showed that the coercive powers of 
the Israeli state could not break the will of 
the Palestinians. This led the late Mr Yit¬ 
zhak Rabin to realise the conflict could not 
be "Israel has understood the limitations of 


its power after the intifada," said Mr Ben¬ 
venisti. “'Netanyahu still has the coercive 
powers and Arafat has the power of the 
weak. But neither will emerge as victor 
with these weapons, which is the underly¬ 
ing point of Oslo." 

In recent weeks, each side has used the 
weakness of the other's position to promote 
his own interests in what has evolved into a 
reverse co-operation. “But 1 still believe 
that there 1s no alternative to Oslo," said 
Mr Martin Kramer, director at the Moshe 
Dayan Centre think-tank at Tel Aviv Uni¬ 
versity. 

Mr Dennis Ross, the US special Middle 
East envoy, who has invested so much en¬ 
ergy into Israeli-Palestinian conflict, is due 
to return to the region in a bid to break the 
impasse. “The Oslo process is the only one 
available," a senior diplomat said. “I don't 
believe the US is prepared to undo the 
strai [jacket. Netanyahu, whether he likes it 
or not, has no other partner except Arafat 
whose state beckons.'* ■ 

Financial Times 
Synidication 


An Israeli view 


Yes, real peace is possible 


By Aaron Lerner 




1 CAN well appreciate the dis¬ 
appointment of the “peace 
camp.” 

It is disappointing to be re¬ 
minded that the Arab-lsraeli 
conflict is not some neat trade 
dispute over cheese dumping 
between Belgium and Den¬ 
mark. And it is sobering to 
consider that there are consid¬ 
erably more conflicts in the 
world like the former than the 
latter—at least in the sense 
that a necessary condition for 
postwar stability is firearms 
kept very much at the ready. 

That said. 1 remain a firm 
believer in realistic negotia¬ 
tions. 

And as someone who has 
spent more time talking with 
Palestinian leaders than most 
leftists. I am convinced that 
there are many Palestinians 
who. once they become con¬ 
vinced Israel’s negotiators arc 
serious, will be willing to ac¬ 
cept the acceptable. 

What is acceptable? A rea¬ 
listic arrangement, one that re¬ 
flects reality—namely, that 
Ihe Palestinian Authority can¬ 
not be relied upon to handle 
critical, security-related is¬ 
sues. 

Among other things, this 
means: 

■ They can't have an army: 
in fact, ultimately they will 
have to cut down the size and 
arming of their police force. 

■ They can't be responsible 
for security checks at their 
ports. 

■ They can't control access 
to places holy to Jews. 

A violation of Arab honor? 
Member of the Knesset. Yac? 
Dayan pointed out to me that 
the Egyptians have managed 
lo swallow the idea of much 
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Demonstrations are likely to continue if Israel maintains its 
Bank 


iron grip policy on the West 


Those who insist that (he 
Palestinians will “never" ac¬ 
cept anything short of the 
West Bank. Gaza and eastern 
Jerusalem underrate their in¬ 
telligence and encourage them 
to be inflexible. 

This position is not based 
on self-pity, nor is it fueled by 
hatred. 

A number of years ago l at¬ 
tended a local panel discus¬ 
sion on the prospects for peace 
in the Middle East. The late 
Professor Ycsh.iyahu Leibo- 
wilz was one of the speakers, 
and he said something that 
Kith disappointed and angered 
me. 

(n the course of the discus¬ 
sion f cited the long history of 


conflict in our region, much of 
which has nothing to do with 
the Arab-lsraeli conflict, and 
asked Leibowitz what he 
thought the long-term prospects 
were for peace In Ihe Middle 
East. Leibowitz replied that it 
was dear that peace, any peace, 
would not last forever, and that 
(he most one could expect was 
peace for a few years, possibly 
decades. 

He added, though, that Israel 
must make every sacrifice and 
lake every risk in order to get a 
state of peace, no matter how 
fleeting. 

There was no mystery about 
the difference in outlook be¬ 
tween Leibowitz and my seif: 
Being considerably closer to 


the grave than the cradle, the 
professor felt compelled to see 
peace in his lime at any price, 
and for any period. 

For ourselves, and our chil¬ 
dren. we must reject the temp¬ 
tation to sell ourselves short in 
return for a fleeting photo op¬ 
portunity. 

A good, workable long-term 
agreement is possible. Real 
peace is possible. But what 
makes it so much hanier to get 
there are voices on our side 
urging the Palestinians to hold 
out for more. ■ 

Dr Aaron tenter is the di¬ 
rector IMRA (Independent 

Media Review A Analysis in 
Israel The Jerusalem Post, 
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Newt ;~! 

Gingrich’s-A j 
outrageous j g 


Fly 

Dail 


remarks 


Editors’s Noie: This let- - 

ter was sent to US Pre 3 " ■ 
dent Bill Clinton, fox¬ 
ing the remarks of the 
Republican leader m 
Congress earifer this 
month. The letter jas : 
sent by Dr and Mrs- 
James V. Rogers, of- 
Florida. They are meuK.r 
bere of the North Aroen- ^ 
can Coordinating Corn--? 
nrittee of ‘ Non- 

Governmental Organ*?.; 
rations, and Ihe Pale#' 
tine Human - Rights^ 
Cam paig n of Georgia,- 
Inc. 


Dear Mr President; 


CONSIDERING THE: 
cold hard fact that it is ls-.. 
rael occupying Palestinian - 
lands and considering that 
when the General Assem¬ 


bly recoramendbd creation 
of a “Jewish State" this 


was outside the compe- . ~ 
tence of the Assembly un¬ 
der the Charter of the. ■ 
United Nations, and con- ; 
sidering the fact that a • 
"Jewish State" was plant- , : 
ed without the free ap- . 
proval of any Middle 
Eastern, Asian or African 
country except the Union . 
of South Africa which 
was then ruled.by an alien 
minority supporting racial 
discrimination (like Israel) 
it is outrageous that the 
Speaker of the House of 
the United States of 
America would say that 
Palestinians have waged 
war against the Israelis! 

The fact is that Israel 
has waged war against the 
Israelis, with the now ob¬ 
vious biased assistance of 
the United States, since 
Britain created this prob¬ 
lem beginning in 1917. At 
that, time more than 90% 
of the population of Pales¬ 
tine were Arabs, and at 
that time there were no 
more than. 56,000 Jews 
there. Less than 5% of 
the population, of Pales¬ 
tine were native Ralestin- • : 
ian.Jcws. Arabs of Pales¬ 
tine at that .time owned 
97.5% of the-Jand, white 
Jews , (including native , 
Palestinian Jews and- re¬ 
cent immigrants) owned 
only 2~5% of the-'land. ' 7 

Thousands of us were 
heartened this week when 
it appeared that you were 
showing courage in speak¬ 
ing against Mr Netanya¬ 
hu's policies of Judaizing 
Jerusalem and continuing 
to confiscate Palestinian 
Christian and Muslim 
lands with relative impu¬ 
nity. 

We know that the voic¬ 
es of AIPAC supporters 
are louder at times, but 
there are many more ’ 7 
Christians and Muslims , 
who are outraged by the ’ ^ 
continued apartheid poli- - ~ r 
cies of Israel and by the' • * 
United States not speak- £ 
ing out firmly against this 
situation. We also know 11 
that while the United . £ 
States continues to be Is- 
reel's main supporter with h 
an astounding $6 billion. ■ A 
dollars minimum annually,. -' 
plus enormous lax-free : - 
donations by American " •* 
Jews (who have no inten-v ; f ; 
tion to live in the Jewish -.1 
desert Riviera, American - A 
taxpayers of ALL reJig->■ 
ions are forced lo subsi- ? A 
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ions are forced to subsi- 
dizc). this war on the Pal-,il 
estinian Christians and -I 


Muslims and will cdrrtin- rJ 
ue until we are driven into - 
war with ourselves unless A A'A’} \ 
you. President Clinton dci" 
something to stop it. - : 

We encourage you t 0 - ; . 
be more forcefijl and putf- 
an end to the aid to Israel 
at once and join other,?. 
countries who are show/; 
ing some integrity by/ ^ ^ 
speaking out against Israel/: v? 
in clear voices. ■ '?*• 


of Sinai being demilitarized. 
And Lloyd's inspectors can 
check every container being 
unloaded in Aqaba to ensure 
that sanctions against Iraq are 
honored. 

Freezing matters for a few 
years while the panics "build 
confidence" is impossible be¬ 
cause we are living in chang¬ 
ing societies. And anyway, a 
one-sided halt on construction 
wouldn’t freeze the situation. 
1 have yet to find a Palestinian 
willing to freeze Arab con¬ 
struction in Jerusalem or any¬ 
where else. 

Our neighborhood is dy¬ 
namic. More happens here in a 
week than most places experi¬ 
ence in a year. 

Sure, the Palestinians will 
feel let down when their repre¬ 
sentatives agree to considera¬ 
bly less than a full-blown 
sovereign state. But the adjust¬ 
ment will come more quickly 
than anyone expects. 


CIA takes blame for error over Gulf chemicals 






By Toni Rhodes in Washington 


THE CIA made an unprecedented apology 
to Gulf War veterans alter America’s top 
spies admitted that -an extraordinary intelli¬ 
gence blunder fed to the possible exposure 
of thousands of American troops to lethal 
chemicals soon after the conflict ended. 

In a report that contradicted three years 
nf previous CIA accounts, the agency ad¬ 
mitted that it had received numerous warn¬ 
ings since J9N4 about chemicals stored at 
Khamisiyah, a remote ammunition depot 
in southern Iraq and the only site stt which 
the Pentagon has admitted its servicemen 
may have been exposed to poison gases. 
Despite evidence that thousands of weap¬ 
ons filled with mustard gas hal been 
stored in the complex, intelligence analysts 
failed to inform an American military 
team. Consequently, the team later be¬ 
lieved that it was safe to blow up the depot 
in the weeks alter the end of the Gulf War. 


The Pentagon last year announced that 
more than 20.000 American troops might 
have been exposed to nerve gas and other 
chemicals as a result of the explosions, 
provoking thousands of claims from vete- 
rans who alleged they had since suffered 
serious health problems. 

In a formal apology, Robert Walpole, 
the official overseeing the intelligence in¬ 
vestigation of Gulf War illness, said that 
Ihe CIA experts had failed research their 
records fully and had been fixated in a be¬ 
lief that the Iraqis stored chemical weap¬ 
ons only in S-shaped buildings unlike 
those at Khamisiyah. 

“This is the chapter that lays out some 
not so pretty news”, he said. "Intelligence 
support before, during and after the war 
should have been better”. He added: “We 
should have given this information out 
sooner—if you're looking for an apology 
I’ll g»ve that apology". A series of cables 
and other communication. Beginning in 


1984 and continuing until days bdfoit'^rj 
American ground troops arrived seven 
years later, gave detailed warnings aboutv 
the she and its employment during 
Iran-Iraq war. In 199), a day beforeW^r 
ground battle began in the Gulf War v an^rV- 
American ambassador passed the ClA' in/^-^ 
formation from the Iranian Air Fok^;'^.- 
wmen gave the precise co-ordinates:. 
K.hamisjyah and succinctly stated its mse 

as a Chemical weapons depbc3&^?"' 

__ 1 "te CIA gave the data to tte trritita#*42k 
central command responsible for the Gutf^// 
region. However, the agency later rableti. 'v?; ' 
the US Army to say that analysts had be«r^;0 
unable to identify a chemical facility 
suspected site. Mr WaJpoIe said the 
had “problems with multiple databases^!:, 
that contained several names for one‘$itfe?j] r 
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Reflecting the Change ■ 


Business 

scene 


■ The new Jordanian "Arab 

International Medical 

Investments Group” 

(AIMIGl is it* he estab¬ 
lished at an estimated capi¬ 
tal ol JD 2tJ million (divided 
into 50 million %haresi The 
company seeks to operate 
hospitals and manage medi¬ 
cal products. 

The company's contribu¬ 
tors arc from Jordan. Aran 
Gull' and from Arab inves¬ 
tors. engineers, doctor* jud 
chemists. 

AI MIG has obtained per¬ 
mission from the Jordanian 
Health Ministry to construct 
four hospitals in Amman. 
Irbid. Zarka and Aqaba. 
Costs of these are estimated 
at JD 35 million. They will 
help to create 3<K»I jobs. In 
addition, these hospitals Mill 
attract "medical tourism” in 
Jordan and the Middle East. 
A feasibility study puts the 
earning ratio of these invest¬ 
ment projects at I6.3£r and 
19.4*5 on the capital. 

■ The volume of non- 
Jordanian share dealings 
(including Arab and for¬ 
eign l at the Amman Finan¬ 
cial Market last March 
reached JD 2.9 million, 
according to AFM Director 
General Wahib At Shaer. 
Total buying made by non 
Jordanian investors were JD 
2 million, representing. I JCI 
of total share dealings at JD 
18 million. These purchases 
were almost double, com¬ 
pared with stock selling 
operations during the same 
month. Arab purchases were 
at JD 0.6 million while for¬ 
eign ones wen? at JD 1.4 
million in March. 

■ Following the success of 
its first conference, the Jor¬ 
danian Engineers Associa¬ 
tion and the University of 
Jordan will organize its sec¬ 
ond conference on Mining 
2b-2 Q April. Participants arc 
discussing issues related to 
the facilitation of data and 
expertise on mining activi¬ 
ties. the environment and 
the effect of exploitation on 
natural resources. 

During Ihe conference, an 
exhibition is to be held on 
earth sciences, its natural 
wealth and mining. To be 
discussed in the venue are 
more than 60 papers submit¬ 
ted from Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait. Egypt. Yemen. 
Iraq. Libya. Jordan. Algeria. 
Bulgaria and Russia. 
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Parallel markets encourage contact 
between farmers and consumers 


By Ubain Sadeq 

Star Stuff Writer 

BRINGING THE agricultural 
producer and consumer 
lug ether is the objective of the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
and Supply. The recent meas¬ 
ures arc aimed at consumer pro¬ 
tection and encouraging farm¬ 
er*. in promote their products. 

The measures seek to enable 
farmers tu sell directly to the 
consumers, thereby cutting the 
middle man out. The aim of 
this is to guarantee a satisfac¬ 
tory income to farmers who in 
reccni years faced increasing 
hardship spumed by the accu¬ 
mulation of deb is. Therefore it 
is suggested that putting him in 
dircti contact with the consu¬ 
mer will strengthen his bargain¬ 
ing power. 

Ministry of Industry. Trade 
and Supply sources pointed out 
that “consumers' market" will 
be organised through co¬ 
operation with the Amman 
Greater Municipality, the Zarka 
and Irbid municipalities and 
others in the Kingdom. Ini¬ 
tially. Amman. Irbid and Zarka 
will take the lead. 

Officials see these os parallel 
markets that will function along 
side central markets, something 
that will he applauded by 
consumers. 

Dr Munir Hamamch. an eco¬ 
nomic professor from the Uni¬ 
versity of Jordan told 77je Star. 
that then: is no doubt Chat the 


measures arc aimed to bring 
consumers and producers 
together. 

Despite the fact, that such a 
step saves time and cost for the 
producers and promote their 
crops. Dr Hanumch points out. 
that there arc problems. 

Bui this is not the whole 
story. Dr Hamamch said (hat 
•‘‘we have two kinds of produc¬ 
ers or fjrmers—the big ones 
who can sit ip large produce to 
the market: that's a load of 
more than two cars per day. arid 
the small producers. Their 
shipping production load of 
agricultural produce is levs than 
the “ideal lit standard size.” that 
is needed to meet markei needs 
and continues to be below par. 

Since small producers are the 
gnrat majority, such a govern¬ 
ment step should be associated 
or preceded by another measure. 
“That is a system which helps to 
establish a co-operative market¬ 
ing formula amung small farm- 
era." Hamamch added. 

He said that as long as the big 
producer has the ch:mcc to reach 
the murk cl more easily, and 
while his smaller counterpart 
finds difficulty to do so. then the 
most beneficiary will likely to 
be the big producer. 

But there is a way out: Mer¬ 
chants down the line will even¬ 
tually buy Ihe produce of small 
farmers and then sell it lo consu¬ 
mers. But this defeats the whole 
exercise. 

. "If this happens.” Hamameh 



A view from the Amman Central Vegetable Market 


said "we shall he encouraging 
the existence of a third party in 
the process, and that is nut ihe 
goal of die latest measures." 

Today, then? is an "unex¬ 
ploited" area of five dunums at 
the Amman Central Markei. It 
could be the next “parallel mar¬ 
ket.” lor farmers to sell their 
agricultural produce to consu¬ 
mers and retailers. 

This step has been taken as a 
result of complaints by both 
farmers and consumers who 
have accused the middle man of 


fin »n« *p. if y practices, and • •*' 
making profit jr»»m both the pro¬ 
ducers aiu ihe coitsiiner-. 

ft is expected that ihe organi¬ 
zation oi these "consuming uwr- 


. cs" v-i:f o; .' socuted with .i 
;"l.fi-i l.ti.l ..n j vegetable 

price- Si..r measures an? 

expected iw re tr.nouueej .liter 
Lid A: Adn.s holiJav. ■ 


Jordan-EU association 
agreement brings challenges 
to local industry 


AMMAN (Star)—After two years of negotiation, 
the government recently announced the approval 
of the JonJanian-European Association Agree¬ 
ment. It is seen by Prime Minister, Abdel Salam 
Al Majali as of a great benefit to the Kingdom. 

Following the first Barcelona meeting in 1995. 
in which Jordan took an active part in, the Malta 
meeting that began last Tuesday stressed the need 
to establish the biggest ever free trade zone in the 
world by the year 2010. 

The basics of the Euro-Mcditerrancan partner¬ 
ship that were created in Barcelona involve co¬ 
operation in fields that cover security, politics, 
economy, culture, and finance. This is all seen for 
the welfare of humanity and respect for human 
rights. 

Dr Taysecr Abdul Jabcr, a prominent economic 
expert told The Star ‘‘As the Association agree¬ 
ment is expected to establish a free trade area 
between Jordan and EU members, it will enable 
Jordanian products (industrial and agricultural) to 
enter the European market without customs duties 
or other restrictions except Tor some agricultural 
products which will be on a quota basis, but it is 
somcdiintt that will be reviewed by the year 
2000 ” 

Available information indicate fhat the govern¬ 
ment is now satisfied. What look place in Malta 
this week is the initializing of the agreement 
between Jordan and the European Union. 

"The agreement is expected to enhance Jor¬ 
dan's trade and exports to the European market 
and encourage European investments in this coun¬ 
try. Abdul Jabcr added. "Also it will provide Jor¬ 
dan with financial assistance and loans from the 
European Investment Bank.” 

Ali Al Dajani, an economic researcher in the 
Amman Chamber of Industry has a slightly differ¬ 
ent view. He says dial the chamber is "calling on 
the government lo delay the implementation of the 
reduction in customs fees for a number of years, 
that is after the agreement between the two sides 
is signed." . 

According to Al Dajani. such a “grace period 
will give Jordanian industries enough time to 
adapt themselves to these reductions. This is par¬ 


ticularly required by some local industries that 
require greater manpower such as leather and fur¬ 
niture industries. 

Added in this, the Chamber uf Industry reiter¬ 
ates its call "to give more time to the implementa¬ 
tion of the requirements and conditions related to 
intellectual properties rights so to protect our 
national industry.” 

Al Dujani said that Jordanian products need 
longer time to upgrade themselves to meet the 
high standards that are necessary in lace the com¬ 
petition from imported products. 

Jordan is still an emerging market. Al D.ijuni 
said that industry in this country is still at the ini¬ 
tial stages depending mainly on imported equip¬ 
ment and raw materials. 

The Chamber lately sent a memo Jo the Minis¬ 
try of Trade and Industry stressing the need I nr 
the government to exempt all industrial inputs 
from customs tariffs and making some changes in 
the sales taxation system. 

The signing ul the Jnrdanian-European partner¬ 
ship agreement is seen as having a positive el led 
the domestic economy in Jordan. However, it i> 
stressed that "it will bring new challenges to our 
exports.” 

Similarly. Abdel Jabcr pointed out that the 
agreement will impose some challenges nn >mr 
exports, particularly pharmaceuticals that have lo 
adapt to free market conditions. 

This implies that we should alhvate more fund¬ 
ing and emphasis on research and development 
due to the application- of the intellectual property 
rights agreement. Ahdul J.tber maintained. 

So far a number of Mediterranean countries 
have signed association agreements with the EU. 
Tunisia and Morocco signed in 1*.W5 and Israel in 
1990. Huwever negotiations between tire El 1 and 
Algeria. Egypt. Lebanon and Syria are 'till 
underway. 

The purpose of the Euro-Med partnership is to 
establish a common link between Europe and the 
Mediterranean countries and strengthen the cultu¬ 
ral relations between the two pans of the wnrlJ 
Ax pan of this, the rolling television tieivs channel 
EURONEWS its Arabic new > serv ice soon. ■ 
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# British Airways begins a new summer flight schedule 
between Amman and Lundun starting 13 April. BA will be 
putting on an extra weekly flight for tlib' summer. 

Flights between Queen Alia International and I Hindoo 
Heathrow are daily except. Tuesdays Tor the Lundon-hound 
trip, and Mondays for the Amman-bound flights. They are 
direct, with lire exception of ihe Friday flights from London 
and the Saturday flights from Amman which will fly via 
Damascus. 

British Airways are using Lhe new AirBus A320 with a 
capacity of 12 passengers in Club World and !3S passengers 
in the World Traveller. Starting July 1997. British Airways 
will he enhanced with incorporation of the award winning 
New Club World seat, developed by British Airways to pro¬ 
vide extra comfort. 

\ Ms Fiona Hamilton. BA Manager Jordan, said, ‘‘these 
steps conte li. support or the trade and tourism ties between 
Jordan ant.’ die l ! K.” She added that "British Airways has 
always prided itself with the quality of sen ice and comfort 
prov ided lo our customers.” 


Business Chronicle 


Openness in one direction 

SINCE THE peace treaty between Jordan j:u| Israel, and 
the various regional economic summit conferences. Jordan 
h.Ls become the focus of uorid'.vije interest p.micuIjrJv 
Iront the West and USA. 

Wa si I A/er. an economic expert, v.iys ttu; "suddenlv. 
American and European hanks and fmanei.il institutions 
that run investment funds there. ‘realized' :h.u Jordan dws 
exist and Joes have economic pole 11 it.tl." Siuh .1 Jiscmrrv. 
according to Azer may have been because of initiatives, 
the peace treaty*, the convening ut economic l> inferences or 
because 01 the medij. 

However. Azer adds that despite the f.■..■l 1 h. 1 i many 
European and American delegation* 11 sited lordjn. liteir 
interest in investment in this country coniiiuies to be 
marginal. 

These investment firms are gigantic compared with 
ours; they speak of billions of dollats. pound sterlings. 
Swiss francs, Deutchc marks etc. 

However, when invited to invest their capitals in Jordan, 
whether at the primary level tdircct investment 1 01 at the 
secondary markei n’.e Amman Financial Market». t.'jese 
firms justify their unwilling ness by referring to obstacles 
' and excuses. 

Some claim that the process to receive government 
approval for their investment projects is complicated, oth¬ 
ers say that AFM «> too small to absorb their lurids. 

Azer maintains that these investment houses Jo not hesi¬ 
tate in convincing Jordanians to invest outside, giving 
them assurances that investing with them guarantees much 
yields compared with depositing in Inca! banks. 

He continues that this can be beneficial, particularly for 
hanks which deposit their funds in foreign currency at out¬ 
side banks because of higher interests. 

But. he continues that no matter what yield can this pro¬ 
cess gain, it has much more negative cflccts. With the 
result ot more economic openness, (glohali/alion for 
instance). Jordan encourages more locals to invest outside. 

If the justification for this trend is the inability of our 
market 10 absorb new investments then the responsibility 
should be shouldered by the many holding companies and 
Jordanian capitals to carry out new projects. Enterprises 
have to be guided to attract funds lor infrastructure pro¬ 
jects. agriculture, mining and industry. Or else. Azer 
stresses that encouraging investments in Jordan will turn 
into an opposite direction, that is invite Jordanians to 
invest elsewhere. This contradicts with national aspirations 
to boost productivity, income and improve living standards 
for Jordanian*. Azer concludes. 9 
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Nothing temporary about 
Sudan’s ‘temporary housing’ 


By Nicholas Goldberg 
OMDURMAN, Sudan—Nibei Deng lives 
in the desert in a small shack built of bur¬ 
lap bags and plastic tarp and old newspa¬ 
pers— “temporary housing.” as it is 
known here at the Wad At Bashir camp for 
displaced people. 

But in fact, there’s nothing very tempo¬ 
rary about Deng's situation. She didn’t 
arrive here last month or last year, but 13 
years ago, in 1984, after flee¬ 
ing the civil war that was rag¬ 
ing near her home in the 
south. She was 22 years old. 

Today, she no longer has 
plans to move on. She and 
her husband and six children 
are struggling to build a one- 
room mud hur on the grounds 

of the camp. They are using 

bricks made from the desert 
sand. 

"It's so expensive" she 
explained. “If you want 
ready-made bricks, you can't 
afford them. To make them 
yourself, you need to buy 
extra water, which we also 
cannot afford." 

Deng is silting at a table at 
the camp's crowded infant 
malnutrition clinic, while her 
listless son looks disinterest¬ 
edly at u plate of sorghum 
cereal mixed with US- 
donated lentils. Nearby is 
Esterina Kamilo. 28, who has 


spumed their flight. 

In the north, former cattle herders and 
farmers become squatters or residents of 
official camps. The men go off to the war, 
or work as day laborers, and the families 
live in burlap shacks like Deng’s, or in the 
mud and brick huts that are the sign of rel¬ 
ative affluence here. 

Every 20 feet or so at Wad Al Bashir, 
bricks are being dug from the dirt in the 





Refugee camps continue to grow in Sudan with ho end in sight 


grown gaunt and sickly during the 12 years 
she's lived at Wad A1 Bashir. 

"Yes. we've been here a long lime." she 
said, leaning against the wall, holding her 
baby in her arms. "The worst enemy here 
is hunger. It’s causing trouble and suffer¬ 
ing for our whole family. The baby has 
become sick, and my body, too. has begun 
to change.” 

The two women ore not lazy or slothful 
or unwilling to pull themselves up out of 
dependency. Such long-term displacement 
is pretty standard among the 17.000 fami¬ 
lies at Wad AI Bashir—-and indeed among 
most of the 1.8 million displaced people 
scattered through the Khartoum. Sudan has 
more people who have been driven from 
their homes than any other country in the 
world, according to UN officials here— 
about 4 million. 

Despite the largest humanitarian relief 
effort ever mounted—including Operation 
Lifeline Sudan, the $120 million-per-year 
relief program run by the UN—residents 
of the south of the country continue to 
leave their homes and flock north. Most 
are refugees from the civil war. which has 
been raging on and off since the country 
gained independence in 1956. The 
droughts and famines that plagued the 
country for more than a decade also have 


ground, molded and dried in the hot. 
shadeless sun. Another sign of affluence 
here: a deep, narrow hole in the ground 
with a plastic cover that serves as a toilet, 
with a makeshift wall around the outside 
for privacy. Only a few of the 17.000 fami¬ 
lies have any such luxury. 

These toilets are being subsidized by 
some relief agencies here not for the sake 
of personal privacy but to fight some of the 
diseases that spread quickly and lethally. 
Diarrhea and dehydration kill hundreds. 
Malaria is epidemic, and cholera became a 
problem th/s year. Another problem is 
crime. 

Kamilo said her mud hut had been 
entered just a few days earlier by thieves 
who stole her only bedsheet. In nearby 
houses, thieves have taken water contain¬ 
ers. clothes and sandals from those who 
have them. 

Malnutrition is one of the most serious. 
At the clinic run by the Fellowship for 
African Relief, the program for moderately 
malnourished infants is crowded with 
mothers and children siuing on blankets 
awaiting their rations. In summer, when 
diarrhea is worse, the program for the sev- 
erly malnourished feeds about 110 babies a 
day. and the program for moderately mal¬ 
nourished feeds 350. 


According to Khider Daioum. the dep¬ 
uty field director for the British branch of 
Save the Children, himself a southerner, 
the serious displacement of southern Suda¬ 
nese began in 1983. when the Sudanese 
People's Liberation Army under rebel 
leader John Garang started fighting in ear¬ 
nest with the Sudanese army, in a bid to 
gain autonomy. 

The droughts in 1987 and 1988 in Bar- 
AJ-Ghazal and other prov¬ 
inces magnified the problem. 
Many of the refugees came in 
stages, walking first from 
their towns to the riversides, 
and then to the boundary that 
divides south Sudan from the 
north. 

Many families were 
divided, as men went off to 
join the SPLA or become 
fighters in some other militia, 
and the women migrated 
north. Some of the men who 
are off fighting have at least 
four or five wives, each liv¬ 
ing with children in the 
camps. 

In the north, many of the 
displaced people suffer 
severe discrimination because 
they are Christian or believ¬ 
ers in traditional, animist 
religions. Steady jobs are 
almost non-existent. Educa¬ 
tion is offered only in Arabic, 
rather than in any of the hun¬ 


dreds of languages of the southern tribes. 

Although the government of Hassan al 
Turabi in Khartoum says it is doing what it 
can for the displaced people, many of the 
private relief organizations say the govern¬ 
ment is more of an obstacle. Nor. by their 
own admission, are the relief agencies able 
to do the job adequately. 

“We keep people alive, but at minimal 
standards,” said one UN official who asked 
not to be identified. In the months ahead, 
the living standards of the displaced people 
could deteriorate still further if the United 
Nations imposes new economic sanctions 
on Sudan for its reported connection to (he 
attempted assassination of Egyptian Presi¬ 
dent Hosni Mubarak in June 1995. Even 
UN officials agree that sanctions could pre¬ 
vent international aid agencies from deliver¬ 
ing food and medicine. 

At Wad Al Bashir, most people say they 
want to go home, back to the southern coun¬ 
tryside where they grew up. But until the 
fighting stops, they say. they will remain at 
the camp. 

“1 want to go back as soon as I can." said 
Kamilo. “J want to go home before 1 die." 


LA Times- Washington 
Post News Service 


Senior Iranian aide 




to Saudi Arabia bombing 


Saudi officials note, however, that they face a dilemma because if the ir A™*™'™ 
allies become persuaded Tehran murdered US servicemen* °py U 

could lead to additional Iranian attacks against the kingdom 


By David B. Ottawa} and 
Brian Duffy 


WASHINGTON—US and 

Saudi intelligence authorities 
linked a senior Iranian govern¬ 
ment official to a group of Shiite 
Muslims suspected of bombing 
an American military compound 
in Saudi Arabia last year, 
according, to American and 
Arab officials. 

Intelligence information indi¬ 
cates Brig. Ahmad Sherifi. a 
senior Iranian intelligence offi¬ 
cer and a top official in Iran's 
Revolutionary Guards, met 
roughly two years before the 
bombing with a Saudi Shiite 
arrested 18 March in Canada, 
officials said. Hani Abd Rahim 
Sayegh fled Saudi Arabia 
shortly after 25 June bombing 
that killed 19 American service¬ 
men and wounded more than 
500 others, according to Cana¬ 
dian court records. 

Sayegh. 28, has been identi¬ 
fied by Canadian authorities as 
"a direct participant" in the 
thick bomb explosion at the 
Khobar Towers. Canadian docu¬ 
ments identify Sayegh as a 
member of Saudi Hezbollah, an 
Iranian-backed group. 

The intelligence tying Sherifi 
to Sayegh persuaded a growing 
number of officials in Washing¬ 
ton and Riyadh of Iran's direct 
involvement in the attack. “Iran 
was the organizing force behind 
it." one US official said last 
Friday. 

"But several other US offi¬ 
cials. noting the difficulty in 
assessing the fragmentary evi¬ 
dence available, said they have 
yet to be firmly persuaded of 
Tehran's role. The FBI, which 
has had no direct access to Say¬ 
egh in Canada or to other Shiite 
suspects in Saudi Arabia, 
declined to comment. 

"God knows, there is still a 
lot to do. a lot to look into,” one 
government official said. 

“If Iran, which has denied all 
complicity, is proven to have 
been involved, the Clinton 
administration could come 
under pressure to retaliate mili¬ 
tarily or economically. The US 


regards Iran os the world's 
sponsor of international tenor- 
ism, through its agents and 
through the underground action 
wing of Hezbollah, based in the 
Bekaa Valley of eastern Leba¬ 
non. The Lebanese Shiite politi¬ 
cal and social movement, which 
Iranian agents helped ‘found, 
spawned Iranian-fostered repli¬ 
cas in other Arab countries such 
as those in Bahrain and Saudi 
Arabia. 

Last week, a German court 
said die “highest state levels” of 
the Iranian government ordered 
the 1992 execution in Berlin of 
three Iranian Kurdish dissidents 
and their translator. The ruling 
caused most Western European 
nations to recall ambassadors 
from Tehran. 

The evidence of Iranian links 
to the Saudi Shiites suspected in 
the Khobar bombing includes 
bank checks signed by Sherifi. 
according to Arab sources. It is 
unclear whether the checks 
were given to Sayegh or other 
suspects in the attack. 

Canadian and Saudi intelli¬ 
gence agencies collected much 
of their information about Say- 
egh’s alleged role in the bomb¬ 
ing, as well as his links to Iran, 
from intercepts of telephone 
calls to his wife and family in 
Saudi Arabia from Canada 
before he was arrested, accord¬ 
ing to these sources. 

Unaware his phone was 
upped over a seven-month 
period, Sayegh disclosed details 
of his role in the bombing and 
mentioned others with whom he 
had collaborated, the sources 
added 

US government officials said 
opinions are divided among 
authorities in Washington and 
Riyadh on the value of the tele¬ 
phone intercepts. While the evi¬ 
dence appears to show a conclu¬ 
sive link to Sherifi. one official 
said, “it does not rise to the 
level (necessary) for a criminal 
prosecution.” One official said 
there is no hard evidence, for 
example, of Sheriff’s opera¬ 
tional role in the attack. 

Canadian court documents 
contend Sayegh drove a surveil¬ 


lance car behind the explosives- 
filled tanker used to demolish 
the Khobar barracks. Sayegh 
denied any involvement, con¬ 
tending he was in Syria at the 
time. He faces a deportation 
hearing 28 April. 

Saudi authorities told the 
Clinton administration in 
November that they believed 
the bombing was the work of 
Saudi Hezbollah members, with 
Iranian complicity. US officials 
had been skeptical of the Saudi 
claim, in part because they 

believe Saudi Arabia has a 

vested interest in highlighting 
foreign influence. 

Saudi officials note, however, 
that they face a dilemma 
because if their American alDes 
become persuaded Tehran mur¬ 
dered US servicemen, any US 
retaliation could lead to addi¬ 
tional Iranian attacks against the 
kingdom. . 

Moreover, the Saudi govern¬ 
ment has mixed views on how 
to deal with Tehran. Saudi 
Crown Prince Abdullah is cur¬ 
rently spearireading a diplo¬ 
matic opening to Iran. He 
recently met Iranian President 
Ali AJdjar Rafsanjani, who is 
scheduled to go to Saudi Arabia 
this week on a religious 
pilgrimage. 

Sherifi is a top Iranian intelli¬ 
gence officer, whose duties 
include organizing Hezbollah 
cells in Arab countries around 
the Arabian Gulf. US and Arab 
sources said. He is well-known 
to Saudi officials because he 
was implicated during a trial in 
Bahrain last year for 15 Bah¬ 
raini Shiite dissidents convicted 
of several hotel and restaurant 
bombings. The attacks, which 
began in December 1994. killed 
more than 20 people. 

Shiites living in Bahrain and 
those in Saudi Arabia's Eastern 
Province, where Khobar is 
Located, are closely linked by 
family ties and travel frequently 
across a 16-mile causeway that 
binds the two countries. Sayegh 
traveled many times to Bahrain 
to visit relatives, according to 
cairt documents. 

Last June, six of the" con¬ 


victed 15 Bahraini conspirator 
read confessions in which they 
described being recruited 
Sherifi in 1993. while studying 
at a religious school in the, Ira¬ 
nian holy city of Qom. Sayegn 
told reporters in ‘Canada -last 
month rtathestudied at Qotn, . 

Arab. sources. said they 
believe that it was-during Say- 
egh’s stay in Qom that he was 
first contacted byShenfi- Ub 
officials said they think Sheriff 
also may have met with Sayegh 
in Damascus about two years 
before the bombing; ■ 

One of the two leaders of the 
• Bahraini dissidents, Ali Ahmed 
Kadhem Mutaqawwi, said in 
his confession that Sheriff, also 
known as Abu Jalal selected 
him to recruit other Bahrainis 
studying in Qom and then 
helped him form the military 

wing of Hezbollah-Bahmn. 

Mutaqawwi said, they had 
been trained first at Karg Camp 
north of Tehran and then, after 
June 1995, sera to Hezbollah 
camps in Lebanon's Syrian- 
controlled eastern Bekaa Valley. 
Mutaqawwi eventually headed 
the military wing's financial 
committee and chief liaison to 
Iranian intelligence— whose 
main representative in dealing 
with the Bahrainis was Sherifi, 
according to Mutaqawwi's 

confession.- . 

Mutaqawwi also said Sherifi 
provided tire Bahraini plotters 
with financial support, through 
checks signed in Sheriff's name 
and drawn from a Revolution- 
ary Guard bank account in linn. 

US intelligence officials were 
at first skeptical of the alleged 
Iranian involvement io the Bah¬ 
raini incidents. But last August, 
then-Assistant Secretary of 
State Robert H. PeJletreau 
issued a statement saying there 
was “credible evidence that a 
small group of Bahraini mili¬ 
tants wife a stated aim of over¬ 
throwing the (Bahraini) govern¬ 
ment hod received assistance 
and training from Iran.” Mi 
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Post-Dayton pre-election Bosnia 


Random impressions 


By Yaqub Zaki 


'WHAT SHOCKED you most in Bosnia?' 
people keep asking me since I got back. 
Probably a reply bewailing the gutted houses 
or the glutted cemeteries or fee vandalised 
mosques is what they expect What shocked 
me most was none of these things; it was an 
incident that 1 witnessed during a bus drive 
to Bihac. 

Muslims got off the bus at a roadside 
black-marker stall manned by Serbs to buy 
cartons of cigarettes, using for the purpose 
money that might later be used to buy guns 
with which to [till their own people. This was 
done in lull view of the other passengers, one 
of whom, a woman, had. only a few 
moments before, asked the driver to slow 
down so she could see her old home, now 
one of the ubiquitous gutted shells. 

It will lake more chan four years of geno¬ 
cide. mass rape and 'ethnic cleansing' to 
purge Bosnia of the effects of 70 years of 
Serbianisation. Bosnia has only just set its 
foot on the ladder of Ulamisation. Once, 
strolling through the beautiful Turkish quar¬ 
ter of Sarajevo, wc saw two girls walking 
side by side. One was in full but tasteful 
hijab. whilst the other sported a mini skirt 
and u crop of artificially dyed blonde hair. 

This little tableau epitomises the Bosnian 
predicament, a country situated on one of the 
fault-lines of history, where East meets West, 
fought over for centuries by antagonistic. 


mutually-irreconcilable cultures, the end 
result of which is a schizophrenic society suf¬ 
fering from a massive identity crisis. Or so it 
was until fee intrusion of the Enemy, in Ser¬ 
bian shape, brought people face to face with 
reality. 

Reality, or its offspring realism, has 
recently made some inroads into the Bosnian 
psyche: mosque attendance and Islamic 
observance generally is around 50 percent, 
ceratinly up on whal it was before. 

Muslims seem more prone lo delusion 
than most people, but. for once, in this con¬ 
flict ilhisionism was on the other side: fee 
British had expected the Muslims to be 
wiped out in a matter of weeks. A disarmed, 
defenceless population would not stand a 
chance, they calculated. The survival of the 
Bosnians borders is miraculous: indeed, they 
would not have survived had it not been for 
1979 Iranian revolution. Iran kept up arms 
shipments throughout, and it was dear from 
the protocol, where the Iranian delegation 
was given pride of place, that the Bosnians 
know to whom they owe their survival. 

Not until one sees the cemeteries can one 
comprehend the scale of the slaughter and 
the selfless sacrifice of the young men who 
left for the front Not even the acres of graves 
in Behishl-e Zahra outside Tehran can pre¬ 
pare one for the poignancy of Bosnian ceme¬ 
teries. Only when f saw them did I fully 
appreciate what Ejup Ganic. the vice presi¬ 
dent, had said to us about 'the young men 



An Israeli soldier observes Palestinian and Israeli doctors examine long¬ 
time peace campaigner Uri Avenri, 74, after fainting from the heat wave 
(hiring a joint Palestmian-Israeli protest near Jabal Abu Ghneim, last 
Sunday 


who went lo the front knowing it was not 
likely they would return.’ These were the 
flowers of a generation, Bosnia's hope for 
fee future, for in a war it is always the best 
who get killed. 

Ejup Game's reference to fee shuhada 
occurred during a speech on the occasion of 
a dinner to honour the foreign guests who 
attended Mustafa Ceri’s installation as Ra'is 
Al Ulama.’ The elegance of fee setting, the 
well-trained waiters all spoke the influence of 
the old Austro-Hungarian empire; gracious¬ 
ness and charm shone throughout 

Ejup Ganic spoke without a single mistake 
in English grammar for some 10 or 15 min¬ 
utes. After an interval, lor the dinner, he was 
followed by Dr Ceric. He spoke brilliantly, 
totally at ease, free of the constraints that the 
presence of non-Muslims had imposed 
elsewhere. 

This informal gathering at which fee vice 
president just back from Herzegovina, 
revealed in fee course of conversation feat 
the Croats would cave in the following morn¬ 
ing was in vivid contrast to the formal cere¬ 
mony of induction the previous day. This 
was held at the Sultan's Mosque on the river- 
bank. fee Ghazi Husrev Bey Mosque being 
still in repair. As a result the mo^ue was 
overcrowded wife government dignitaries 
occupying fee whole of the qibla wall. 

The ceremony had great dignity. I could 
not make up my mind whether this were an 
inheritance from the Turks or because Bosni¬ 
ans. being European, do not lack a sense of 
the proprieties. 

After two speeches, concise and worlds 
removed from the habitual oriental prolixity. 
Dr Ceric took fee oafe of office, reading 
from fee portfolio in Bosnian and Arabic, 
ending Uqsim (I swear). These formal pro¬ 
ceedings were preceded by tilawah. and fee 
choir sang ihe’Salom most beautifully. 

On a higher note, we had to attend a cele¬ 
bratory conceit in the Opera House the same 
afternoon. The music was ghastly, and not 
improved by fee sight of Karl Bildt sitting in 
the box opposite. More interestingly, wc 
noticed fee cardinal who as head of the 
Roman Catholic Church in Bosnia was sit¬ 
ting in fee front row. I resolved to buttonhole 
him at the first opportunity. It presented itself 
in fee foyer. I went up to him and said. '1 
should like to ask Your Eminence a theologi¬ 
cal question: why do you not excommunicate 
these people in Mostar who have committed 
these terrible crimes?' His reply fell some¬ 
what short of the truth. He said there was no 
sentence of excommunication in Bosnia. He 
must have taken me for an idiot; excommu¬ 
nication can't take place anywhere. This dis- 
ingenious reply puts a question mark over 
the cardinal's loyalty. 

The mosque in which fee induction cere¬ 
mony was held came through fee bombard¬ 
ment unscathed, although fee National 
Library, almost directly opposite, is fbraliy 
gutted. The old Turkish quarter, wife its 
extensive bazaars attesting to Sarajevo’s one¬ 
time importance in the economy of fee Bal¬ 
kans. is absolutely intact. The low Ottoman 
buildings came through fee four-year ordeal 


much better than fee tall structures built dur¬ 
ing fee communist era. By demolishing these 
. hideous sites the Serbs have done the Bosni¬ 
ans a favour. 

The task of reconstruction is daunting. We 
saw more burned-out houses than demol¬ 
ished ones, showing that the object was “eth¬ 
nic cleansing', to prevent people from return¬ 
ing. Every town or city we saw suffered 
damage. Walls were pock-marked from bul¬ 
lets or shrapnel: minarets particularly were 
targeted by Serb gunners because they 
. served as observation posts. 

Curiously, there were some notable build¬ 
ings in the Egypto- Islamic style, including 
structures of major importance like fee 
National Library. It had a central dome sur¬ 
mounting galleries supported on immense 
granite columns, which were cracked and fis¬ 
sured from the heat produced by the combus¬ 
tion of thousands of books. 

When I saw the library on television with 
the flames gushing from fee windows I knew 
I had seen it all before: in 1499 Cardinal Cis¬ 
neros onfered fee library of fee Arab univer¬ 
sity of Granada (Al Madrasah A! Yusu- 
fiyyah) to be burned in Bibarrambla (Bab Al 
Ramlah) Square. There is nothing new in 
history. When the destruction of a people has 
heen decided upon, it does not suffice with 
their biological elimination, it is necessary to 
destroy their cultural monuments so that not 
a trace of their quondam presence remains, 
genocide and culturicide go hand in hand 

An even greater tragedy than the National 
Library's was fee loss of the Oriental Insti¬ 
tute. which was shelled because it stored title 
deeds, cadastral surveys and waqfiyyat prov¬ 
ing Muslim ownership of the land. At one 
time the entire bazaar quarter was waqf prop¬ 
erty. and the communist expropriation is still 
law because Parliament has not had time to 
introduce legislation abrogating fee laws 
passed under Tito. 

Rebuilding fee country's lost heritage is 
the responsibility of the Education Ministry. 
Bosnia lost more than 2.000 cultural monu¬ 
ments. Whilst Muslim governments are pre¬ 
pared to donate for fee restoration of demol¬ 
ished or damaged mosques, it was more 
difficult to find donors for humbler structures 
like housing and pieces of civil architecture. 
We outlined our scheme for twinning 
mosques, one Bosnian mosque to one British 
mosque, whose congregants would contrib¬ 
ute to fee rebuilding of the former. 

■ Other rewarding encounters took place. I 
recall an hour in fee editorial offices of Pre- 
porod. fee leading Islamic newspaper. In our 
inrerview we emphasized feat British Mus¬ 
lims viewed the inauguration of Dr Ceric as 
marking a potential turning point in fee his¬ 
tory of Islam in Europe; we saw him in a 
greatly expanded role, as perhaps the Grand 
Mufti of Europe; certainly he would be better 
placed to appreciate our problems and issue 
the appropriate fatwa than some remote alim 
in Saudi Arabia or Pakistan who did not 
understand the western mentality and was 
unequipped alike by training and by disposi¬ 
tion to cope wife fee kind of issues we 
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A semblance of normality! Bosnians stroll the streets ofZenica 


confront. 

The establishment of fee Muslim Parlia¬ 
ment in Britain prefigures fee creation of 
similar political structures elsewhere, in 
France. Holland, Belgium and Germany; but, 
ultimately, it looks forward to an Islamic Par¬ 
liament of Europe with headquarters in Sara¬ 
jevo. This would not only protea us from the 
machinations of Middle Eastern regimes but 
would give Muslims living in Europe a 
degree of political power and protection 
undreamtof since fee days of the Ottomans. 

Bosnia itself is not immune against these 
machinations. Aid from Saudi sources is 
pouring in with the same disasterous conse¬ 
quences as in Afghanistan, raising fee spec¬ 
tre of Bosnia—a Sufi country tike Afghani¬ 
stan—being rent apart by mistrust. The 
Salafi aid has strings attached: in education 
they seek to dictate fee contents of the 
courses, but it seems feat the recipients of aid 
are wise to their scheming and under a sur¬ 
face compliance, quietly modify (he curricula 
stipulated by (he donor, a highly intelligent 
people, the Bosnians were quick to spot the 
hidden agenda behind fee Saudis' generosity. 

In a building still sandbagged, facing fee 
former Serb gun emplacements and appropri¬ 
ately overlooking the stadium-nmied- 
cemetery, we found the offices of fee War 
Crimes Commission. Our efforts at the War 
Crimes Watch in London seemed insignifi¬ 
cant in comparison, so all we would do was 
to offer to store information. 

Come departure and the long drive to 
Zagreb. As we passed through the devastated 
landscape, we wondered what the future 
could be for people facing an election whose 
chief purpose seemed to be to legitimate the 
de facto partition engineered at Dayton. One 
of fee negotiators at Dayton had given per¬ 
sonal assurances to our Zagreb hosts: ‘I 
promise you wc will never give up the 
Drina.’ But they did. thereby conniving at 
fee loss of the land link between Bosnia and 
Sanjak. The result is the physical isolation of 
two Muslim peoples, who can now be picked 
off separately, a geographical blunder of fee 
first magnitude. Mention of Dayton pro¬ 
duced a negative reaction in everyone to 
whom we spoke; in consequence of these 


accords fee Muslim-Croat forces were forced 
to yield up recently-conquered territory in 
central/northern Bosnia, territories purchased 
wife blood. The American intervention was 
timed to prevent an outright Muslim victory; 
it took place precisely when the Muslims 
were poised to win. 

The Bosnia-Croatia border reveals the 
same devastation on either side; not till one 
reaches Zagreb is one really out of a war 
zone. The Croats talk of what took place in 
Krajina wife bated breath. The Serbs, it 
seems, were worse than fee Mongols; at least 
fee Mongols spared vegetation and wildlife; 
but the Serbs did not even leave a tree or a 
bear,alive in Krajina Europe retains pockets 
of barabarism in spite of its small size; Serbia 
is one, Bulgaria another. Croats, on the other 
hand, are a civilised people closely related to 
the age-old culture of Mitteleuropa. This 
much at (east can be inferred from the infre¬ 
quency wife which Tudjman's portrait 
appears in public places; in Zagreb we only 
saw it once, in a tourist shop on the main 
square. What a refreshing contrast from fee 
sick cult of personality one encounters at 
every turn in the Muslim world, proof of a 
maturity Muslims can only wonder aL 

Sixty percent of Croats, including aJJ the 
Zagreb area, want, we were assured, an alli¬ 
ance wife the Muslims against the traditional 
enemy of both. W« had no way of verifying 
ferae figures and had to lake them on trust. 

Two final observations. Here in Britain 
Islamic Relief and Mus- 
im Aid. Alas! we could find no evidence of 
feeir presence in Bosnia; not only did we not 
find any offices from which they were oper¬ 
ating. no one to whom we spoke could iden¬ 
tify any recipient of feeir largesse. But if 

SuS r t^iN n nrc2 l | SU EP ,y “T 0 " 881 Musiims ’ 

at least UN officials do not lack for cash. At 

Zagreb we witnessed a good examole of the 

way in which the UN 

tev orSi 1 T m of Sar S«> «wr- 
w f ^ UN; ^ P rov| ded a plane, a pilra 
and co-p,!ot and charged for iL Many per- 

EM* * AT0 *“!* « EuropeaieS 

retake, it was interesting to see the UN al 
wnrK. ■ 
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Classic cars rally 
at Forte Grand 
Amman 


• The 1.itfthun.su Classic Car Cluli paid a three' 
Jai- »isil to .Ionian starling 5 April. Organized hy 
the Royal tutiimiihilc Club of .Iordan and the 1 »lt- 
ni:in Embassy. the cars trussed the hridge from 
Israel having driven all the uj) frnm Germany. 
Slaying at the Forte Grand. the enthusiasts parked 
in front of the car park so visitors could admire 
the collection which included ;■ I92H Rolls Ruvce 
rhantoni. a 194V Jaguar XKI2H and a l%7 Porchc 
V|2 Targa SWll. 



Dome of the Rock and Haram Al Sharif 

A glowing photographic perspective 


By Manvan As mar 

Star Staff II rtu-r 



spurring lime must he a photogra¬ 
pher's ultimate dream. Making lime 
stand still for posterity in the essence 
of CTMiitity. To the discerning eye, a 
good phtMOgrjph Likes you into .tn- 
uiher world th.ii is heynnd the objective ratio¬ 
nale. ft *fir- the emotions hy taking juu into the 
realm o( consciousness, illumination and spiritu¬ 
ality. 

These are the aspects which Said Nuscibeh's 
latest photo exhibit on Jerusalem. His photo¬ 
graphs uf Mmjid Al Aifsu. are a Jiving tribute to 
a monument that lies in the heart and mind of 
every Muslim and Arab. 

What is intriguing is the 40 brilliant imaucs of 
the Dome of the Rock. Haram Al Sharif and the 
Old City of Jerusalem that arc on display at the 
Darut Al Funun. They show the diversity and 
richness of :t holy city that experienced continu¬ 
ing Muslim rule. 

To him, in a sense, the exhibition is aimed at 



Brass Knocker of the Qibla door 


"historical preservation" lor the pur¬ 
pose ot maintaining "out tradition 
and culluic." stressing that "one of 
my great urgencies is to photograph 
and record, we nvdd to preserve our 
culture so that our chiIJrcn and 
grand children can see it and kn»u 
It." he told The Star 

Mr Nuscibeh’s professional!sin i-. 
something that comes out in the ex¬ 
hibition His project, tor example, 
included filming and developing the 
photographs. Taken hint about five 
years, his photographs are an exami¬ 
nation of every nook and cranny of 
the Al Aqsa mosque. 

”1 photographed front as many 
angles as 1 could because it was so 
exciting rinding these jngles. ex¬ 
ploring. looking, seeing and enjoy¬ 
ing.” Nuseibeh told The Star 
The Al Aqsa mosque was photo¬ 
graphed both from the outside and 
the inside, the columns of the main 
entrance, the south cast 

___aisles and the main aisle 

J from beneath the dome. 

\ . J _J The shots were taken 
/ !M with such can; and preci- 
* sion. that they continue to 

glow in one’s memory. 

Similarly, the Dome of 
the Rock was photo¬ 
graphed from different 
angles. A particular pic¬ 
ture that mesmerizes the on-looker is 
an upwand view into what is known 
as Quhhat al Silsilch (Dome of the 
Chain). "...The covering of the inside 
clearly dates from the Ottoman period 
and most of the views looking up into 
the dome remind me of (vine on my 
back and looking up .n the stars anil 
the rotation of the heavens at night 
and to me it is just a great expression 
of the beauty of this universe that we 
have a chance to liv c in." 

To get a perfect view of the Quhhat 
Al Silsileli . Nuseibeh had to lie on hi'- 
back "with the camera on the tripod 
trying to center the chandelier and 1 
just fidgeted, fidgeted, fidgeted till it 
all fitted and worked." A cumber¬ 
some position, but Nuseibeh said "if x 
such a joy to be a part of the forces in 
this world to give order, and symme¬ 
try. its so exciting to me to take the 
lime to have things organized to such 
that the beauty of that dome is com¬ 
municated.” 

Another captivating photograph i* 



the shut taken of the brass knocker of the Qibla 
door of the Dome of the Rock. The picture 
jumps at the discerning eye. it is waiting to be 
analyzed and be put into historical perspective. 
"This is (part| of the replicas of the Ottoman 
doors (dating back to 1552] which arc now 
hanging in the Islamic museum in AI Haram.” 
Nuseibeh points out "If you look at that knock¬ 
er. its beaten, it has scratches on it. it has been 
used lor centuries, you can see the age of it. the 
screws, you can see the detail, you can see it 
was built hy hand.” Nuseibeh. who is an archi¬ 
tectural and landscape photographer in San- 
Francisco said the holy places are "cultural his¬ 
tory and us inspiration to me and 1 hope its an 
inspiration to other artists and students of cul¬ 
ture.” 

The exhibit is rich in other ways. The shots of 
the mosaics in the Al Aqsa mosque are simply 
breathtaking "There are 144 mosaic panels and 
the Dome of the Ruck has the largest repository 
of mosaics in the world.” anJ “no other building 
has such a large collection." whether Roman nr 
Bay/entitle. 

TJiese mosaics date back from the Ahbasaid. 
Ommavad and Futimid dynasties. Above the 


arches in the Dome there are magnificent views 
of forests, trees "coupled with the extraordinary 
fertility of the plants of the mosaics that are cou¬ 
pled with Arabic Kofis writings and date back to 
72 Hijri. 692 BC.” 

The artist said that for some people the fruits 
depicted in most of the parrels—rigs, grapes, 
pomegranates—"are hints of the afterlife of par¬ 
adise." 

But there are lots more to see in the exhibi¬ 
tion. The beauty of it is that the photographer, 
who spent for months photographing these holy 
places during the height of the restoration of the 
Dome of the Rock in 1994 and something that 
was made possible by the efforts and financial 
contribution of His Majesty King Hussein, pro¬ 
ject a timeless picture of serenity. 

Nuseibeh has come to believe so passionately 
in the project, and judging from these photo¬ 
graphs one can say he is a purist in his work. "I 
think of a photograph tike .i poem and I want to 
create a lyrical stare, an emotional state inside 
the phoiograph.JTx like another world that has 
a life of its own...a life of imagination." The ex¬ 
hibit continues till S Muv. ■ 
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''he run to the lowest 


point on earth 


unning for charity was the name 

R of the game at the 5TH Amman- 
Dead Sea Ultra-Marathon earlier 
this month. Tire 50-kilomeicr 
run. mostly downhill, was orga¬ 
nized by the Amman Road Runners and the 
Forte Grand hotel in Amman, ti was also 
sponsored bv LG Electronics. Coca-Cola 
and British Airways. The event attracted a 
selection of international runners for the 
first time this year from as Tar afield as Ger¬ 
many. South Africa. Great Britain and Lux¬ 
embourg. . c - 

The race was to raise money lor tne soci¬ 
ety for Care or Neurological Patients. This 
vear 105 runners participated and 35 aui- 
Icies ran individually while many complet¬ 
ed the full 50 -kilometer ultra-distance and 
some managing the marathon ™ ^If "ura- 
thon distances. The remaining 130 rumen 
completed the full distance s relays of - s 
_ j for the chanty. 


andTs to raise money for ^ charily. 

Starting from Amman s 7lh ‘■ireleat 6-30 
jn the morning, the winner a 

South African diplomat posted in Tatro. 
twipleied the full distance in three hours. A 
r . j..„ ih*» ffxip.nsive amount of 



downhill which strains the quod muscles. 
Mr Dunn feels sure I he event next year will 
!^Kt "ianmanuy more overseas runners 
‘ nj vows to return with more South African 
ShM^I year. Hr • 10 


the lowest point on earth, coupled with 
spectacular scenery and a chance to discov¬ 
er the touristic treasures of Ionian, should 
ensure the race becomes a firm favorite in 
the marathon runner's calendar. 

In addition many local businesses sup¬ 
ported teams of runners to raise money lor 
the charity, including the Natural Dead Sea 
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Products. Nestle. United Cut lee. Ahela Su¬ 
perstore. I led/ Shak.xhtr rcut-.i-L.tr. Sie¬ 
mens. Petra Engineering. Buuk> .tl Cafe. 
The Cosmopolitan Rntar> Club. Hcnniugcr 
Beer. GliaJeer mineral water. Eagle Di%lil- 
leries Ox. RW.iroid. Wall*. lee Cre.int .ittd 
Ala Ali. agents lur the I Manet Donut. 

To fill up the athletes with e.trbohv- 
druates and energy tor the nice. Forte Grand 
Amman laid mi a Huitmn Past a dinner the 
niglu behire i«* raise more muds fur the 
charity and provide a venue fur ninner s 
regt.str.it ion. 

This year, the run alt meted an audience 
of about 4iKt people, including marshalls 
from the Koy:il Automobile Club, the army, 
police and Civil Defence as well a% xuppnrt- 
ers Everyone enjoyed a bin let IiiikIi i ti¬ 
tered ini the shores ol the Dead Sea by the 
Forte Grand, followed by j prize giving cer¬ 
emony presented hy HKH Prince Kn’ud 
bin Zeid. pjlruu of the Society lor Care ol 
Nvurologie.il Patients. 

The opportunity Im [hi-. race in the I inure 
is tremendous and news »■! the event will 
not only circulate amongst the itiaratfton 
iratemity. but as the mn wa> lilined from 
siitrt to finish lor a feature on Tr.mswivld 
Sport, over Ktt countries wuridwide will see 
the aliraclious of a novel ami evening race 

set in beautiful suitouikI itigs ■ 


NMC presents Swiss 
Company in a 
pantomime performance 


UNDER THE patronage o» Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Huss¬ 
ein. the National Music Conservatory of the Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation and the Embassy of Switzerland in Jordan in coopera¬ 
tion with Zepter International will present a pantomime by ihc 
Swiss Paraventn Theatre Company m the satirical play "Cases of 
Hunger hi Love." It w ill be held on Monday 21 April at the Royal 
Cultural Center—Main Theatre. 

Through the splendid, elegant, hilarious jnd pathetic language 
that is used in the art uf pantomime. "The Cases of Hunger and 
Love” tackles the theme of finding creativity in poverty, under¬ 
standing the casual connection ihal links these two themes of 
human lile. showing love striking like a thunderbolt but also .is a 
deep feeling lull of sympathy and compassion. 

Founded in l y K2. the Paraventn Theatre Company is a perma¬ 
nent group that bases its work «*n a variety of expressive tech¬ 
niques: pantomime, clowning traditional Italian theater, silent 
film acting, the creation of original texts by means of improvisa¬ 
tion. and the present at inn of plays by well-known playwrights. 

The company has given performances in Switzerland. Italy. 
Germany. France. Austria. Spam. Luxembourg, the Czech Repub¬ 
lic. the Slovak Republic. Canada. Peru. Ecuador. Chile and Cuba. 


New director for 
Goethe in Amman 


Dr Dieter Glade, 
director of the 
Goethe-Institute in 
Amman, will leave 
Jordan hy ( May to 
take up a new assign¬ 
ment in Cairo. He 


will he succeeded hy 
Dr Wolfgang tie. 

the present director 

ol lhe Goethe Insti¬ 
tute in Beirut Dr L'lc 
J heady held the same 
position in Jordan in 
the early seventies. 

In recognition of his 
eifori» in promoting 
Jordanian-German 
cultural relations Dr 
Glade was awarded 
in July I l J9fi AI Kavv- 
k:ih Medal Third 
Order It was eiin¬ 
terred upon him by His Majesty King Hussein. 



Dr Glade 


THE FAR SIDE 

By GARY LARSON 



Explorers from another cartoon are captured and 
tortured by the savage Farsidians. 



Suddenly, there he was, running along the far shore 
right in front of Bob and Vera, who would always 
remember they once saw the legendary 
“Character of the Lake.” 
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mlesJjjyou,youn{jrrun?Jast Jcrevwrf 
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He knows little who 
will tell his wife all he 
knows. 


C1997. Tntwnc Media Serrka 
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Priorite aux affaires interieures 



Presse 

Majali doit passer a I’ 

* « .■ Jon J/ITiV* 
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Priorite aux anaires n 

Trois semaines apris so nomination, le Premier mtmstre jordanien q midiem jordaniens ^mamtenwadep^ 

Ahdnl Salem Maiali o tenu so premiere conference de piesse. quatre ans. Et selon la lot, HMaj 

Abdel balem ^ J ^ ^ Mhi „^ n ,ii concement essenttellement ^ >m mois pour pr0 ceder a cette operation. 
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la pripamtion des procMmes elect,ons legtslames. 


II existe dans le I tiel 

monde cntier une cer- I Hu 

mine courtoisie se tradui- I P a l 
sunt par des formules I At 

quotidiennes de salut qui I u° 
pen vent, partois. reffeier I 

le moral dun peuple. I ie» 

^Comment fa va?* n'est I P" 

cn effet pas qu'une sim- I ™ 

pie manitre de socialiser I to 

avec nimporte quelle I ve 
personne pendant la jour- I 

nee. I ^ 

D'apres une observa- I M 
lion personne He. la ma- I or 
jorite des Jordaniens se I m 
saiisfont d‘habitude I P* 
d’une reponse ires nega- I P] 

live a unc telle question. I c f 

du genre -pas mai*. *je I 5,1 

survis-. ou «*comme ci. I 

comme ta«. La reponse 1 

positive -tout va trfes 1 
hien- se fait elle assez I ^ 

rare! I It 

La raison qui m amene i 

:i aborder un tel phe- I J* 

nomene de society est I 
que je viens de rentrer 1 
d'lrak oil j'ai pu noter I 
une altitude complete- I 

I dit'ferente. Les ha- I 
is de ce pays au pas- I 
jlorieu.x expriment I 

leur reponse au sa- I J 
jotidien un optimis- 1 
xceptionnel. I 

irice a la g£n6rosit£ I j 
lieu, tout va bien*. I 
reponse surprenante I 
d on sail que celui | 
i-'ous repond si post- I 
nent n‘a pas nifeme I 
ninimum vital des 1 
rres residant en ior- I 
e. I 

tt fait, les conditions I 
vie des Irakiens ces I 
demieres annees ne 1 
vent pas etre quali- I 
s de normale5. Le I 
mage est un probfeme I 
cur. Son fort taux | 
it no tarn mem aux sa- 1 
es si bas qu'ils cou- I 
tit it peine les frais de I 
i sport. Ccla crec done I 
: barrifete entre la vie I 
; normale et celle des I 
tyens qui disposent a I 
ne du minimum vital. | 
ce qui conceme la | 
ponibilite de la nouni- I 
c, tout est 1&. Le mar- I 
i irakien est une vi- I 
tie des produits I 
daniens et lures. Mais 1 
ne dc moyens pour les 1 
heter, ces produits res- I 
at cn exposition. I 

Neanmoins. les ressor- I 
isants du pays du Tigre I 
de I’Euphrate ont su | 
mserver une mentality 1 
jsitive. Malgre toutes I 
s tragedies qui ont [rap- I 
: le peuple irakien, il ar- I 
ve a gander un moral | 
>it pour continuer it lui- I 
:r et retrouver une vie I 
oi-disant •mormale*. I 
C'est peut-etre parce I 
( uc ce peuple appartient I 
. une civilisation si an- 1 
ienne que 1‘espoir et \ 
'optimisme sont deve- I 
tus des caraclCristiqucs I 
le sa mentality. Oil bien I 
;st-ce que parce que cha- 
:un d'entre eux sc sent 
abligc de preserver le 
mieux possible l'h£riiage 
de cette civilisation de 
M |a terre fertile des deux 
rivifrresj'? Jc trouve que 
ce peuple au passe si 
grandiose a su carder un 
protil ambitieux qui 
s'inscrit dans la droite 
ligne de son Histoire, et 
ce en dfipit de toutes les 
crises successive!, qu'il a 
vecucs. 

II paniii que les 
guerres qui frappent les 
nations n'ancanlisscnt 
pas le moral des peuples. 
mais au contrairc. renfor- 
ccnt sa combativiie. Cha- 
cun est amene il relever 
un deft, celui de sa sur- 
vic. Et les conflits qui 
frappent les nations peu- 
vent alors devenir une 
source de motivation 
pour rcconsuuire I'ave- 
nir. 

En Irak, les habitants 
sembient etre prets 1 re¬ 
lever ce ddfi.l 


Apres trois semaines 
d'accalmie relative, due essen- 
tiellement au voyage du roi 
Hussein aux Etats-Unis accom- 
pagnd par le Premier ministre 
Abdel Salem Majali. la situa¬ 
tion politique inlerieure a re- 
trouvd son rythme habitue! au 
lendemain de la conference de 
presse tenuc samedi demier par 
M.Majali, la premiere depuis la 
formation du nouveau gou- 
vememeni le 20 mars dernier. 

Le Premier ministre jorda¬ 
nien l'a clairement precise: ce 
sont les affaires interieures qui 
ont la priorite pour le gouveme- 
ment. Avec deux volets princi- 
paux: les Elections legislatives 

prtvues pour novembre pro¬ 
chain el le redressement dc la 
situation 6conomique. 

La rencontre entre les sena- 
teurs el le Premier ministre di- 
manche demier representait 
une occasion pour recueillir di- 
verses opinions a propos de la 
loi dlectorale. 11 est certain au- 
jourd’hui que cette loi sera 
amende et promulgu&s dans 
les semaines a venir sous forme 
d une loi proviso!re. 

Si les voix qui sopposent 
aux orientations du gouveme- 
ment soni rares parmi les s£na- 
teurs. en revanche, elles sont 
plus nombreuses au sein dc la 
Chambre des deputes qui ne 
siege plus actuellement en ses¬ 
sion ordinaire. Un certain nom- 
bre de dSpufes envisagent deja 
de presenter un memorandum 
au pouvoir exteulif pour de- 
manderunc revision du nombre 
de sieaes et I'augmenler de 80 a 
100 ou 120 sifeaes. Cenc reven- 
dieauon est justifiee par la nou- 


velle division administra¬ 
tive du Royaume hachd- 
mite. Quatre nouyeaux gou- 
vemerats ont die erdes. ce 
qui itnplique leur represen¬ 
tation au sein du pouvoir le¬ 
gislate. 

Pour le moment, le gou- 
vememenl ne rdvcle pas ses 
intentions ou ses cartes. La 
raison en est simple; le gou- 
vemement n'a pas encore 
discutd les amendemerits 
qu’il souhaite inlroduire 
dans cette loi. Les partis de 
I'opposition ne croient pas ii 
cette version, car. rappel- 
lent-ils. le ministre de 
I’lntdrieur Nazir Rachid a 
dd voile voilll deux sc- 
mnines certaines des inten¬ 
tions gouvemementales. II a 
ainsi confirred que le 
systeme de la voix unique, 
rage dlectoral a 19 ans et le 
nombre de circonscriptions 
seraient maintenus. Autrc- 
ment dit. trois points contrc 
lcsquels I'opposition lutte 
depuis plusieurs mois. Un 
demier point dans ce volet 
died ora I n'est pas sans im¬ 
portance: le Premier minis- 
tre jordanien Abdel Salem 
Majali a refuse, comme il 
favait ddjii fait en 1992. la 
supervision de ces elections 
legislatives par des observa- 
teurs intemationaux tvoir 
encadrc). 



. . De nombreuses mndolaes resteni % " pout les 

Une loi proviso.re ilections legislatives prevues pour cet aiaomne. 
depuis 37 ans . p!c jordanien sur la loi electo- 

A quelques mois de ce “f 1 “J.’^ R ,n Ch-.ker cl Ahdc, rale. Et il est tout de meme 1 m- 

scnitin. les ddtails de la loi ele^ ^ e ^ ld K[ \ rii ‘ ■ . cnnsu u e .. portam de rappeler que cette loi 

torale ne sont done pas encore Kanin Kaban • H . d consen t' son statut provisotre 

ties clairs. U gouvemcment ac- et -scrute>- les opinions du pen- con«:rt t Q SO ^ ^ ^ orovj . 


L'un des dossiers 

urgents du nouveau gouveme- 
rnem de M.Majali conceme la 
privatisation des deux plus 
grands quotidiens jordaniens, 
une opdraiion annoncee voda 
maintenant quatre ans. U ne lui ■ 
reste en effel que 30 jours pour 
edder au moins 32% des ac¬ 
tions d'Al Ra'i et 2% de celles 
d'Al Doustour. 

Alors que le gouvemement 
de M.Kabariti prflnait la priva¬ 
tisation des moyens de conunu- 
nication, il n'a pas rdussi en 
ireize mois d'exercice il applt- 
quer une politique claire vis-a- 
vis de la loi sur la presse et la 
publication, tout comme les 
eouvemements qui I'avaient 
prdcddd depuis I'adoption de 

cette lot en 1993. 

En effet, la loi sur la presse 
et la publication de 1993. qui 
est entree en vigueur au mois 
de mai de la meme annde. sti¬ 
pule que la participation des fi¬ 
nances publiques. contrSldes 
par le conseil des mini sires, ne 
doit pas depasser 30% du capi¬ 
tal des joumaux. 

Or. le gouvemement totalise 
3 ctu elle merit 32% des actions 
du quotidien A1 E>oiiStour ^ et 
62% des actions du quotidien 
A1 Ra i. . . 

Etant donnd que la participa¬ 
tion des caisses publiques dans 
les capilaux des joumaux d6- 
passait ce seuil de 30% defiai 
par la loi. le gouvemement s'ea 

accoTde en 1993 un delai de 


deux ans pour adapter sH-pQSi- 
tion, avec possibility de pro- 
longer ce ddlai de deux annees 
suppldmentaires. Or, r&b6ance 
de ces quatre annees arrive a 
terme le 17 mai prochain. • 

Au cours d*un de ses confe¬ 
rences bebdomadaires - de 
presse, I'ancien ministre de 
llnformatioii Marwan Moua- 
sher avail declare que la vente 
des actions que detiennent Tes 
caisses publiques allait £tre 1 
tranchee avant la fin du mots 
de janvier, ajoutant alors que 
cette operation aux conse¬ 
quences finaneferes vmpor- 
tantes etait toujoure i F^tude. 

Un pas en arrioro 

Mais le gouvemement de 
M.Kabariti a demissionnfi h la 
fin du mois de mars, et ja situa¬ 
tion est toujours la meme au- 
jourd*hui. Par consequent, le 
gouvemement de M^lajali 
doit agir rapidement pour ap- 
pliquer la loi. Il dispose de 
deux options; la vente des ac¬ 
tions exeddentaires unique- 
ment, ou bien la vente de toutes 
les actions au profit du secteur 
privd. Or, selon une (federation 
nScente du nouveau ministre 
d'Eiat chargfi de Vlnformation, 
Samir Mutawe', le nouveau 
gouvemement ne d&iendra pas 
aprfes le 17 mai plus de 30% de 
ces joumaux. Si telle £iait sa 
decision, elle Squivaudrait a un 
pas en arrifcre puisque la^lo; 

gique de privatisation et de U- 





Seifal Sharif 

b&alisatioh du pr6(fedenL gou- • 
vemement vQulait que toutes 
les actions saient vendues. :. 

Le retrait du gouvemement 
de ces grands joumaux , 

effet dans le sens d\ine Utferaii- . . 
sation de la presse VoilS - ^ 
quelques semaines, le prcsi- ; 
dent du. syndicat des 
listes jbidariiens Seif A1 Snam, 
exprimant plus paiticuliferement - 
le point de vue des actionnaires 
nriv&, avait appefe le gou- 
vernementa mettre fin 1 ses in- . 
vestissemehts dans les jour- 
naux. C considfere en effet que _ 
la situation jactuelle va a 

I'encontrer des j plus simple..* 

. itgles efemdefatiques. Et -it i 
avait insistiS sur nmportan^: de. 
la libate.de la presse, condition 
sine qua non pouf - peiraettre 
aux jouriiaux de jouer leur role 
dans un - ■ regime -.-, (femocra- 
• tique;* v ’ • v - 
^Abu-Rnmman - 


T es observateurs bienvenus mais pas invites 

U Premier mi„, S ue jo^jen AMelSa.emMeja^mjete 

M.Majali a declart que-« qm ^ 'j“» 

muni I'eng^emem de son semdn n uviienl pas eneorc ele 

M.Majali a par ailleurs indiqufi que toutes l«moo^ia, ^ Abduu! Ra ouf 

SM^otdcive“l de juHlet e. 3c »«*,. scion ,u eons.,- 

'"'l^Front de 1' Action islamique, ^ n *i qued^roup^ 1 ^' c^nscriplions'afin q'ue 
ment de re voir b lo. electorale acwelle M M^TOnne dttoup ge^ ^ jordanil , n ActU eHc; 

Xfa-^ui nempX™. q”'e9. 5 ^ de la ^pufarion. Selon le ministre de llnterieur Nazir Rasbd. 
un nouveau dfcoupage devrait gtre prochamement annoncy.U _ 

Portrait 


rale. Et il est tout de meme im¬ 
portant de rappeler que cette loi 
conserve son statut provisoire 
depuis 1960. Le terme proyi- 
soirc signitie qu'elle n'a pas efe 
adoptee'par le pouvoir legislatif 
mais par le pouvoir exccuuf. ce 
qui. selon I'article 94 de la 
constitution, ne 1'empeche pas 
d’y\oir la force d une loi ordi¬ 
naire. 

Pierre angulaire de la demo¬ 
cratic. lu loieleciorale en Jorda- 
nie est depuis longtemps con- 
siderec comme une question 
politique majeure. Ses feper- 
cussions sont cn effet ires im- 
portantes pour la stability et la 
structure politique du pays tout 
entier.B 

Suleiman Sweiss 


.. ’■ Footbalt '" ■ '' " ■■ :: V . 

Des debuts inquietants pour la Jordanie 

An terme des matchs-allers de la premiere phase des f* 1 #*???**: : 
pour la Coupe du monde, la Jordanie compte un nul et une defaitz 
P Un bilan inquietant pour la suite de la competition .. _ 


En s’inclinant lundi 

sur le score de l il O contre 
1‘yquipe du Bahrein, la Jorda- 
nie a lermin6 la phase aller du 
premier tourqualificatif pour la 
Coupe du monde de football de 
1998 avec un bilan plutOt dece- 
vanL Une semaine auparavant. 
elle n’avait en effet reussi qu 1 
obtenir un match nul contre les 
Emirats arabes unis. 

La Jordanie. qui avec I point 
occupe la demifcre place de son 
groupe. se reirouve dans une 


I U f 11 mi 

Une architecture porteuse de valeurs 

a A ■ 707? Rncwn Badrancherche a developper une architecture islamique 

Khan en 1995, me hanie distinction interne,ionale. 


position (felicate pour espdrer 
se qualifier pour la suite de la 
competition. Elle doit obliga- 
toirement s’imposer dans' les 
deux matchs-retour qu’il lui 
reste a disputer. Ceux-ci auront 
lieu les 19 et 26 avril, aux Erni- 
rats arabes unis. L‘6quipe jor- 
danienne dispose done de 
quelques jours pour parfaire 
son collectif. et notamment re- 
voir son attaque qui n a pas 
marqu6 un seul but lore de ces 
deux rencontres. 

Si la Jordanie parvient U do- 


; / • i'ageqiia 


miner cette semaine ses deux 
advecsaJreSi il ne.. iui xestera 
plus qu’il espdrer que les 
equipes du Bahrein el des Enu- ^ 
rats arabes unis fassent match L 
nul ou bien que le Bahrein, 
gagne, ce qui lui permettraiUte . 
terminer en fete de sa poule. • - 

Mais pour l'6quipe des Emi¬ 
rats, le fait de jouer h domicile 
sera un gros avantage, et la 
tSche de I’fiquipe jordanienne 
s’avfcre trfes difficile.B 

Le Jourdam 
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Ne a Jerusalem en 

1945. Rassem Badran baigne 
des son enfance dans une at¬ 
mosphere artislique. Son perc. 
Jamal Badran, est une figure 
connue dans le monde de 
I'omementation islamique. 11 a 
participe & la renovation de la 
mosqu6e Al Aqsa et & la deco¬ 
ration du D6me du rocher a Je¬ 
rusalem. 

Rassem, lui, opte pour 
l'architecture. En 1964. il 
s'inscrit h 1 'universitfi de Darm- 
siadL cn Allemagne. Bnllant 
etudiant, il sortira premier de sa 
promotion. II s'associe ayec un 
groupe de jeunes arc hi tec Les 
allcmands et panicipe. notam¬ 
ment, au projet de creation de 
Theatre du futur el au stade de 

olympique de Munich. 

En 1972, il passe par Am¬ 
man. Mais il est loin d'imaginer 
qu'il va y tester. *Je n'avais QU- 



Oroub el Abed I Rassem Badran 


cune intention de m’instaUcr en 
Jordanie• avouc Rassem Ba¬ 
dran. *Mais pendant mon se- 
jour, des amis m'ont demande 
de conceeoir un projet pour 
une maison mdividuelle dcsti- 
n ee a la famille Khoury. C’etait 
la premiere maison que je des- 
sinais. mais je la considere tou- 
jours cotrune la plus reussie. 
Elle reflate les preoccupations 
qui me tiennent encore au- 
jourd'hui a caur. a savoir les 
relations organiques entre 
['architecture et son environne- 
ment climatiquc, social et cut- 
turel. Par txemplc, alors qu il 
est d'usage de faire de grandeS 
fenetres. j'ai opte pouf des 
fenitres ctroites en calculani 
leur hauteur pour que le soleil 
entre en /liver mais pas en cte. 
Scion la morale islamique. le 
statut social du propriclaire ne 
doit pas se rcjleter dans la 
facade de sa maison. puisque la 
rue appartient a tout le monde 
et que nous sonunes tous egaux 
dc\unt Dieu. C'est pourquoi la 
facade de la maison Khoury est 
ires modeste. hien que le fa - 
mille a laqueUe elle appartient 
soil riche. Je crois que le role 
de I'architecnire est d'etre por¬ 
teuse de certaines valeurs .» 

Aprts la villa Khoury. les 
common des affluent pour le 
jeune archiiecte; maisons indi- 
viduellcs. hSpitaux. ecoles.... 
Ses realisations gagne alors de 
nombreuses distinctions en Jor¬ 
danie et a I'ytranger. telles que 
la mosquyc de Bagdad, la Fon- 




Gxposition 

Patricia Chatelain, jusqu'au27 avril au CCCL. 

Cinema 

Cycle Duos au mascultn au CCCL. 

Le 21 avril & 20h30, Les spe- 
cialistes (1984), de Patrice 
Leconte. Avec Bernard Gi- 
raudeau et Gerard Lanvin. 

Le 28 avril ^ 20h30 , Tan¬ 
dem (1987) de Patrice Le¬ 
conte avec Jean Rochefort Less 

et Glrad Jugnot 



Les specialistes 



La renovation du quartier d’al-Hokm, a Riyad. a ete realisie par Raxem Badran. 

j. ... .vin> trartmanr 


dation Al-Beit it Amman.... 

En 1993. la reconstruction de 
la mosquee. et Uu quanicr Qasr 
al-Hokm. au corur de Riyad. est 
coumnnde par le P|"' x 
d’architccture Ana Khan. Fidcle 
a ses preoccupations sur la rela¬ 
tion entre architecture cl envt- 
ronnemenu Rassem Badran a 
etudie minutieusement !c cli- 
mat. ainsi que les traditions cul- 


turclles et religicuses pour rc- 
crecr Ics caractdrisliques de 
I'arcbiiccture Najdi. sans la re- 
copier. II y a infegte des maie- 
riaux nouveaux. ids que le by¬ 
ton. ainsi que des techniques 
nouvellcs comme fair condi- 
tionne. Le jury a appnfdy *la 
capacity de cct archiiecte a re- 
crecr un complete urbain mod- 
emc tout en card ant I'csscnce 


de son cadre traditionneI». 

Aujourd'hui, Rassem Badran 
continue de participer 5 de 
nombreux projets en Jordanie 
el dans les pays voisins. Et 
c'est en terre palestinicnne qu'il 
travaille actuellement. sur un 
projet de renovation & Na- 

plouse.B 

Claudinc Assad 


Le 29 avril h 19h00 r a la Fondation Shoman, Toto le Heros 1 
(1991) de Jaco Van Dormael. 

Conference 

Les sites antiques du Wadi 
Rum : ypigraphie et archeolo¬ 
gy- 

Une conference proposes par 
Fares Drappeau et Laurent 
Thdbecq de Hnstitut fran^ais 
d'archdologie du Proche- 
Orient 

Le 27 avril % 18H00 au CCCL. 


En raison de l 3 Aid al Adha^ 
ne sera pas dans les kiosqiies je^^ 
prochain , le 24avr&'^;- :: ''£$ 
Le Jourdain souhaite une joyeusMi 
fete d ses lecteurs et leur dofmei^ 
■rendezvous pour le lertnid^rM 
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Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre. 66102V7 

American Centre Library.820(01 

British Cnuncil .636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute.641943 

Cer\antes Institute iSpanish).610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre .639777 

Hava Am Centre.665195 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.VLA.664251 

Darat al Funun.643252 

Alia An Gallery.639303 

Baladna An Gallery.. 657132 

Nabil Al Mashini The: Te.675571 

Nabil & Histums Theatre.625155 


Concord Cinema. 67742(1 

Mara Cinema.PM2.18 

Philadelphia Cinema.n34144 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Spun* City. 667181/5 

Orthodox Club..KI04‘»! 

Royal Automobile Club. .. 81*541(1 

Royal Shooting Club . 736572 

Royal Chess Club. .. 673713 

Royal Rtiunp Club .09 8111233 

Jordan Bridge Club.67ft99|) 

Amman Mun. Library. 11 

Univ. of Jordan Library .. K43555 

RS.C.N.837931/K 37M.37 



Government Depts. 


To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on tt>€ • 
of SAF6WAY Bids- 6SHNANA Center - Jabal Alhussierv & DOWNTOWN call 6B03G7 


The Prime Ministry.641211 

Amman Greater Municipality.636111 

Agriculture.6S6I5I 

Auqaf iS Islamic Affairs.666141 

Culture f Jabal Amman.636391 

Education & Higher Education .669181 

Energy K Mineral Resource*. SI5615 

Finance . . .. 636321 

Foreign Art air*...••••• 644361 

Industry A Trade ... ......... 663191 

Ini-Vt nation . 641467 

Interior Ministry ..663111 

lust ice . 663101 


Labour . 

Municipalities & Environment 

Parliamentary Affairs . 

Planning . 

Post & Communications.. 

Public Health .. 

Public Works A: Housing . 

Social Development. 

Supplies . 

Tourism A; Antiquities. 

Transport. 

Water & Irrigation. 

Youth / Umversitv. 


. 69SIS6 

.64139? 

641211 

. 644466 

. 624301 

.665131 

.66S4S1 

...673191 

.602121 

. 642311 

.641461 

. 6S0100 

. 60470! 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.641271/2 

Australian.. 673246/7 1 

Austrian.644635 j 

Bahraini.664148/9 i 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian.675683 

Bulgarian . 818151 

Canadian . 666P4 

Chilean ." 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German . 689351 

Greek. 671331/2 

Hungarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 698851 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian. 828911 

Iraqi. 639331 

Kalian.638185 

Japanese . 672486/7 

Kuwaiti . 675135/8 

Libyan .693101/3 

Lebanese .641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.691525/694089 

New Zealand Consulate .... 636720 
North Korean .666349 


Norwegian Embassy 
Omani. 

644932/4 
.. 686155 

Pakistani. 

... 622787 

Palestine. 

. 677517 

People's Rep. of China ... 

Philippines. 

Polish. 

... 666139 
. 645161 

.....637153 

1 Oatari . nAa 

Romanian. 

... 667748 

Russian. 

641158 

Saudi Arabian . 

.814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki. 683005/701060 

South Korean .... 

660745/6 

South Africa. 

....811194 


614166/3 


644251/2 

Swedish . 

669I77/V 

Swiss. 

Syrian . 

686416/7 

641076| 


- . • - ; 'VM i 

.rv.au 


Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

U.A.E. 643347/643341 

United Kingdom.823100 

United Slates. 820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

LTNDP/WFP.668171/7 

UNRWA. 607398 

UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 

Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot.641510 

Acrumcxico. 694802 

Air Canada.630S79 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India ..688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia.625203 

Alycmdu ( Air yemen).6536‘H 

America West Airlines.694802 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.6659(19 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways ..007028 

Delta Air Lines..643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 j 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLines .630879 

KLM..622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.6361(4 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Phillippinc Airlines.640200 

PI A . 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia.639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.SA.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

United Airlines..™.641959 


TAROM- 
Thai Airw 
Trans Wot 
Turkish Ai 
Yemcnia / 
Queen Ali 
RJ Flight 

Romanian.637380 

avs. 637195 

id Airline.623430 

iriincs .659102 

Airways.628175 

a Airport.(08) 53200 

Info.(08) 53200 

Aqi 

aba Hotels 

Al-Cazar 

. 314131 

..314091 

Aqaba Gul 
Aquamarir 
Coral Beat 

f Hotel.316636 

tal.316250 

:h.313521 


iT.312426 

Miramar.. 

.314340 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.I *»2.h2 Mil 

Civil Dclence H O 193/198/1'J9 

Fire Brigade . 622 o , »h/ , >3 

Amhul.mic ... .199 

: Blood Bank .77512! 

' Traflic Police .. 1*25943/630703 

' T r al lie Accident* 8974o7/S 
Hi eh vv.iv Police . "87! 11 


Hospitals 

Ai.leh Mat emit v 64244 !*2 
Al-Ahli. Ahd.tli oo4]t.4'0 

Ai-Bashir. A*lir.ific1i 775111/20 
Al-Mu.tsher Hospital. Mi 722”A> 
Ainjl Hospital . . o74155 

Aimv. Markj. svioll/15 

Hussein Medii.il t'eniic. M3SI ? 
It.iliun-AI-MiihJiriVii 777101/3 
Jahal Amman Maternity.. <*42502 
Khaledi Mulernuy. .. o442M/o 
Malh.iv J Amman . 0 *0141 
Palestine. Shmeisani.... o<>4I7|/4 . 
Queen Alia Hospital.... 002240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.(i074?l 

The Islamic. Ahdjli.... 666127/37 i 
University Hospital.K45845 

General 

Amman Municipality .... 843402 

Electricity Complaints. 121 

Prices complaints.660181 

Hotel complaints. 08/532UO 

Sewerage Complaints. 890390 

Water Complaints.fi5o?9oA)| 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.7741 1 1/|9 

Post Office Info. 7509X1/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 


Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza Tor Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza Tor I jrge Charge 

Free Home Delivery 
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C'fjj rifort 

, . Hotel Suites 

,® Luxury Tel 

Com fort 

$ Service X 
Q_ Location ~ 

In the ; . V of : 
Sweifyieh - 

i THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 
A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 


CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 


Ammon 


■ 0 SNIPP1NC It TRAtfSPORT , 

: ■ Tv’T^yT* i 

: i ? i 
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Fully Serviced Suites 

A/C In Grand 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen j 


Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

O Body dirt treatment 
0 Make-up 

O European manicures A 
■'adieu res 
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“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid's meal" 

" Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
i id Pizza * 
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True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel: 314131 / 2 . 


£-■>•' sAL 

rs.cr 4 z:.n 

Make Car 
Rental Simple 


S'.vneisuni 

Tel: 6$5399 


We save you more 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 


ST;: - ' - 


ft-"'" 



Many Villas & ApurtemenLs 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
call 

: z Jdl-it?: 

Tui. 8 • •: L'5- • •>- 

865ffc. 

Abdcur.. 5in: i: 1‘ f._-ri!err. 


To Advertise in this 
space, call ns at 
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Your first choice in Aqaba 

*" ^ 

AQABA GULF HOTEL 

* S' * * 

For reservations call (03) 316636 h 

Fax (03) 318246 | 



Cafe Restaurant 


Different 




or J^iaj -.11 r 


Funny Bunny Funny Bunny 


rHE BIGGEST 
THF. MOST 
DELICIGl S 
MD CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
L MBERGER IN 
TOWN 

Burger. Roast. 
Chicken 


Miiudmoh Vlrauiuw.irjh si. 




NOW OPEN FOR 







The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily J2:00-3:30p.m 
7:00’ Midnight 

Tel 638968 


Safewav-Tel: 685311 




XUS CfiKTBE FOB BUI6E SEBVICBS 

•Professional Drycleaning 
*Shoes Repair 
*Darning 
•Engraving 

*Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 & 821656 


\KBtS ' I • - • .- 


JOSB^hJWTO UMP BERGER * 

wULem vimy 

Al- Jaber Shopping Center , Mecca St. Phone : 821656 & 814714 


A* 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


^. r - - ^ VVasfi Al- Tal SL 

| ^ 1 - Tel: 695180 

\Fax: 682525 


niODurE V RentaCar carriage carriage 

carriagecarbiage--- 


75 r7 Not all “ cafe's “ are 

" i5 created equal 

- 4;< y •? " ; A Touch Of Class In 

True Arabian Stvle 


^ ‘ "" C+ - r-r rJi f J &?' e Ts7!i* & 77° 

we ofTen- c ^ ~\ 

4- Computerized Engine Check v Electro Mechanical car check . V, 

❖ Automatic & Manual car wash services * wheel balance maintanance - - / 

❖ Oil Change 

Wasfi AI-Tal St. Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 ^ 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


Ml True Arabian Style Away From It All 

^ 5 r - Al - Shmeisani, Near Ata AH, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel.: 698005 


: 3 S2 Mhii r : ' '-J r. ^ ^ . 
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CEB appointed as the sole distributor for Microcom : 

Global quality, local 
expertise 


COMPUTER Sc Engineering 
Bureau iCEB i has announced 
us appointment as the uuthor- 
i/cd and sole distributor for 
Microrom products in Jordan. 

Microcom is a well-known 
name worldwide in the Helds of 
communications, particularly in 
remote access mid central site 
communications solutions. 
These solutions include a 
wide range of modems, 
that suit different needs 
for users at all levels, and 
communications manage¬ 
ment solutions and 
software. 

The solutions ottered 
by Microcom are of 
importance, due to the 
fact that they eater to the 
last-paced changes in the 
modem business environ¬ 
ment. which includes 
today, two main types of 
communication: "central 


solutions worldwide, through 
focus on the massive opportu¬ 
nities in the field of network¬ 
ing. with the rise of the Internet 
and the Intranet. Starting in the 
early nineties. Microcom has 
played a key role in providing 
modem technologies to some 
of the largest modem manufac¬ 
turers in She world. In fact, the 




site 


communications and remote 
access communications. 

Remote access communica¬ 
tions. in particular, are emerg¬ 
ing as a major area due to 
adt anccmems in Internet teeh- 
rii(logics and networking in gen¬ 
eral. enabling the easier How 
and exchange of information 
inside and outside the office. 

Since its establishment in 
IdRll. Microcom has been a pio¬ 
neer in the fields of data com¬ 
munications which has posi¬ 
tioned the company today as a 
leader in the development and 
distribution of communication 


MNP benchmark, used to 
measure the performance of 
modems, actually refers to 
‘Microcom Networks 

Protocol'. 

As for Microcom's remote 
access solutions, they include a 
number of modems and com¬ 
munications software that pro¬ 
vide secure and consistent 
communications. Among the 
family of modems, there is the 
Desk Pone range for main¬ 
stream users and the Travel 
Porte range for notebook users 
lor users on the move). In addi¬ 
tion. there is a special scries of 
modems produced by Micro¬ 


com. known as the FAST 
Travel Pone and FAST Desk 
Porte, that offers optimized 
performance with Microsoft 
Windows. utilizing the 
Advanced Parallel Technology 
I APT) available in Windows. 
All, these modems provide a 
speed of 28.8 kbps. For users 
with more advanced needs, 
there's the Office Porte 
modem that provides a 
variety of addixf features 
such as voice mail, speaker 
phone and more. It offers a 
speed of 33.6 kpbs. 

As part of Microcom's 
software solutions, there's 
'Carbon Copy' which is a 
feature-rich remote access 
software package that enn- 
, hies remote users to com- 
I munic 3 tc with any PC rvn- 
_| ning either Windows or 
DOS. over standard dial¬ 
up or Internet access lines. 
Carbon Copy supports both 
Netscape Navigator Plug in 
and Microsoft Explorer 
ActiveX interlaces. 

As for central site solutions, 
products include Microcom 
Access Integrator which offers 
a robust, fault-tolerant design 
geared to complex, enterprise- 
wide networks. It is architected 
to help mainframe and mini¬ 
computer users to make the 
move to LAN application envi¬ 
ronments. Among Microcoin's 
other products is Die High Den¬ 
sity Management Systems 
tHDMS) which plays provides 



How ‘ Michele’s Cocktail ’ arrives into your TV: 


Arab Satellites, beam your 
favorite Arab channels 


By Jo wad Abbassi 

Special ip The Star 


WHEN ONE sees the abundant 
satellite dishes on the rooftops of 
Amman, it is natural to conclude 
that many Jordanians probably 
spend their days in front of a TV 
watching CNN's late-breaking 
news. NBC’s national geo¬ 
graphic. ART"s latest Arabic pop 
songs or Future TV's Cocktail’s 
trivia show. 

When rotating their dishes lo 
receive their favorite shows. Jor¬ 
danians use the different satellite 
systems dial cover Jordan's area. 


orbits i MHO). The International 
Telecommunications Union has 
already started a forum to dis¬ 
cuss these LEO and MEO sys¬ 
tems and the legal implications 
they present regarding licensing 
and national sovereignties. 

Back to the geo-stationaiy 
ArobSaL it was established in 
1979 by the Arab Ministers of 
Information conference and it 
includes membership from most 
of the Arab countries. 

The first two satellites of 


For example LBC. Future, and 
the satellite channels of most 
Arab countries use the famous 
Arab Satellite systems of 
ArabSal. 

These communications satel¬ 
lites systems currently in opera¬ 
tion. including ArabSal. are of 
the “Geo-Stationary ' type: they 
revolve around the earth in the 
wme speed of its own revolution 
around itself, thus they remain in 
a fixed location relative to the 
earth. 

The "Geo-Stationary" satel¬ 
lites. which orbit die earth at very 
high altitudes, are used for TV 
broadcasting and traditional com¬ 
munications services. New tech¬ 
nologies promise the use of 
“non-geo-staiionary" satellites to 
offer seamless communications 
around the globe through hand 
held devices (i.e. a cellular phone 
that would function all around 
tite world i 

These ''nongeo-Maiionury sat¬ 
ellites" orbit the earth at much 
lower altitudes, called low earth 
orbits l LEO) and medium earth 





ArabSal were launched in 1985 
by NASA and Aryan, working 
under a contract with ArubSaL 
The two satellites, pan ArabSat’s 
first generation, provided tele¬ 
communications services and 
TV channels for the Arab 
countries. 

For the second generation of 
AnibSai. an agreement was con¬ 
cluded with Aemspecial in 1993 
to manufacture two satellites 
each offering 26 channels at a 
total cost vf S257.9 million. The 
first of the two second genera¬ 
tion satellites was placed in orbit 
in 19% while the second one 
will he placed in orbit in early 
1998. ArabSal reckons that its 


total revenues from these satel¬ 
lites will reach Si billion over 
their total operational life. 

However, ArabSat is poised to 
have competition tom other 
Arab organizations entering the 
Satetiite'TV channels provision 
market The Egyptian satellite 
company NileSat, owned by the 
Egyptian Radio and Television 
Union (ERTU). National Bank 
of Egypt Banque du Caire, the 
Egyptian Company for Invest¬ 
ment Projects and the Arab 
Organization for Industrializa¬ 
tion. aims to make money by 
leasing satellite channels to tele¬ 
vision broadcasters. According 
to a report by Reuters . NileSat 
contracted a consortium led by 
the French firm Marta Marconi 
to build and launch its satellite by 
November 1997 at a total value 
of $ 158 million. NiieSATs con¬ 
trol station will be in Cairo’s sat¬ 
ellite city and will be setup in 
October 1997. 

The advent of NileSat will 
inevitably make establishing 
more Arab TV channels a more 
lucrative business as competition 
with ArabSat will pull down die 
costs on broadcasters. The Egyp¬ 
tians. in tine with Egypt’s status 
as the greater sister to all Arab 
Countries, have indeed made a 
smart move to offer Arab TV 
channels such a service. 

As for the Arab viewers, in 
Jordan and elsewhere, whether 
Michele's Cocktail is broadcast 
through NileSat or ArabSal is of 
no great consequence at an. since 
they would still hear Michele 
adopting his popular phrase to 
the new situation, by saying: 
'Two Arab satellite companies. 
la’likum’T ■ 


much more reliability for dial¬ 
up networks installations as it 
secures a high percentage of 
successful connection lor a 
wide spectrum of modem 
makes and models. It also pro¬ 
vides robust remote access 
management and security capa¬ 
bilities including real-lime mon¬ 
itoring. modem control and 
much more. Finally, as part of 
Microcom's central site solu¬ 
tions. there is LAN Express 
which is a fully integrated 
remote access solution for net- 


n 


works, combining client and 
server software with the latest 
technology in server and 
modem hardware. LAN 
Express integrates with Ether¬ 
net. Token Ring. IP. IPX Ban¬ 
yan Vines. DECneL NetBIOS 
and NetBEUI networks. It is 
also inter-operable with ISDN 
networks worldwide. Manage¬ 
ment for LAN Express is pro¬ 
vided through Express Watch 
management software. 

The appointment of CEB 
represents a joining of forces 


between a leading global player 
and a pioneering local company 
which has played a major role 
over the past two decades in the 
introduction of advanced infor¬ 
mation technology solutions in 
the country. Microcom users in 
Jordan can count on the 
strength of CEB’s service, that 
provides the guarantee for con¬ 
sistent quality and support 
For more information on 
Microcom products, contact 
CEB at telephone 55381 (5. ■ 
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Win-tel rules the 


-’rv-V-.d 


PC 




WELL, IF you’re wondering what tbe term ’Wm-fel 
then you would be surprised to Jo^>w that you v^pnJ>a|ir^ 
got a Win-tel computer sitting on your desk; if 

machine is an Intel-based personal computer (4«o or-renr. j 
tium) r unning a version of Microsoft Windows.: 

The term Win-tel is short for Windows/InteL- rcsefoblmg 
the meeting of two wide-spread standards set by Micrpsol^ 
and Intel, manifested in the IBM PG and compatibles^ * :vj 
F or over 15 years. Win-tel PCs.have been gowg strong awP? 
represent the absolute dominant standard..today; This 
spite of challenges from the likes of AppleMarintosfr,Silwofr.- 
Graphics and other proprietary opera tingsystems: - : 

The point is ftat tiie Microsoft Windows/lmel reicropf^i 
fv*? y>r architecture .looks set to dominate for the foreseeable' 
future, which is a source of displeasure to concerned parti^ 
like users of otberbrands. lt seems like the Mac versus Win-** 
tel argument has gone on for ever, as has . die PowerPC verSUSi 
Win-tel’s argument (which is dwindimgfdue ■ to-ffwilacfc:^ 
challenge from the supposedly' mighty PowerPC)' / 7 "r __ 
For most of us. any computer system that .wilI 'do foe iqfc 
well at a reasonable price’ is:goQcfc With dropping pric^.Qg 
Win-tel PCs. and withmore-and;.tnoi£ supporters ..Of qthe * 5 
standards defecting to Win-tel computers, h doesn’tTook; l ti¬ 
the future holds any surprises- V --r 3 

In fact. Microsoft is. 'developing Windows for.pL 
devices, such as hand held icbmputefs, personal comromti^ 
tors and more. These will probably include-jn^I proces^Gf 
too. So. there’s more to comk ■ • .. 1 ' 1 • • 


^^* ********'****■ 

Books@Cvfe; ? ‘ ' 


The first Internet cafe in Jordan 


THE FIRST and. so far, only Internet and bool^ sfiop cafe^ - 
opened in Amman last month amidst much enfoosi^rniaral a' 
continuous flow of visitors of all ages and walksoflifo.:;- 

Visitors are offered Internet access at the raifeof JlS5;pef 
hour (JD 2.5 per half hour) utilizing one of four compuiet 
systems. Naturally, you can enjoy a cup of coffee and 
cake while you surf the ‘net’. " -V: 

Also, the cafe offers a variety of books.- newspapers, arid ’£ 
magazines making ft a hub for 'Amman's iboofc-lqwig.^idir 
ence too. Apparently, the cafe is already very popular and ir is :• 
gaining more clientele all the time. Books@CaJe« locatedritir 
Jabal Amman. First Circle. For more - information, call 
650457. ■ 
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Apple, on the way to recovery; 


WELL, IT looks like Apple is down but not mit-as there..] 
seems to be renewed confidence by: investors in the company, 
which has resulted.in a rise in Apple’s stock. 

What’s more, leading international investors such as Prince 
WaJeed Bin Talal of Saudi Arabia have bought shares in the. ' 
ailing company. ; : - 

Prince Waleed has acquined five percent of Apple outrof ] 
faith that the company has a brighter fottue ahead Aka, •: 
rumors that Apple may soon be sold have helped drive die 
stock up. - ^ . • •. 

I! looks like that Apple's efforts to iwfover should bear’,: 
fruit, as for the matter of selling the company, there is aooffirV j 
cial comment yeL Apple is hard at work on a whole-new line : 
of Macintosh products, which will hit the market soon! T - 


IT? X 
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looking for European form 
in second-place battle 


PARIS—Paris Si Germain are hoping 
to carry their fine European form into 
the French first division on Tuesday 
lor the clash at Basria. their chief 
rivals for France's second Champions’ 
League berth, 

PSG surprised even themselves 
with n 3-0 home victory over Liver¬ 
pool in the first leg of their Cup 
Winners' Cup semifinal 


he 


last Thursday alter 
a dismal I -1 
draw against 
Rennes at the 
Parc Jcs 

Prince* five 
days earlier. 

“Now it’s Bas- 
lia and it's of capi¬ 
tal importance 
because there is this 
great fight for the 
second place.’’ PSG’s French interna¬ 
tional defender Bruno N’Gotty said. 

N'Golly said the trip will be 
tougher without influential Brazilian 
Rai. captain and midfield inspiration, 
and Benoit Cauei. who scored against 
Liverpool, because both suspended. 

"It's a big problem. Bui like every 
time this season that we've managed a 
positive result, we can't line up the 


same team for the next match.’ 
said. 

PSG have accepted that second 
place for the third season in a row is 
the best they can 

manage on the 
domestic front. 
Defeat in 

-/-"■* Corsica will. 
fT. \ virtually hand 

rt 2 the champi¬ 

onship to 
Monaco if 
the leaders. 

12 points 
ahead with 



six games to go. win 
at Bordeaux on 
Wednesday. 

PSG will also have to reshuffle the 
defence as they are deprived of full 
back Didicr Domi through injury. 

Jimmy Algerino will'probably take 
the right back berth, with Laurent 
Fournier moving into midfield to 
stand in for Jerome Leroy, who will 
move into the middle to rake Rai's 
place. Bernard Allou should stand in 
for Cauct. 

N'Gouy is looking forward to a 
tough clash at the Furiani stadium, 
one of the venues with most utmos- 



A scene from the Bordeaux-Strasbourg match as part of the French finals 

case they do. It's just necessary for 
that to remain within normal propor¬ 
tions." N'Gouy warned. 


phene in French football. 

“We know that at Bastia you have 
to put your foot in. because in any 


Juventus coach says ‘We’re not robots’ 


TURIN, Italy —Team coach Mar¬ 
cello Lippi has given Juventus a 
two-day holiday this week, after 
his exhausted European champi¬ 
ons crashed 3-0 to Udinese 
Sunday. 

Lippi blamed Juventus’ defeat, 
their first to Udinese for 35 years 
and their first at the Delle Aipi sta¬ 
dium all season, on tired legs. 

‘They are men, not robots,” 
Lippi said, highlighting their last 
week's away wins over AC Milan 
and Ajax Amsterdam. “There’s no 
point making a drama out of it. 

i'w no reason to be angry or to 
criticise any member or a squad 
who have hud an exceptional sea¬ 
son up until nnw. And I'm not just 
talking about our previous two 
matches. 

"You can’t even point to individ¬ 
ual mistakes on a day when every¬ 
thing went wrong —they just had 
nothing left to give. So I’ve decided 
to let them have two days ofT— 
even (hough we’re playing 



on 


Saturday. 

“This way, they’ll have time to 
re-cbarge their batteries in peace 
and quiet” 

Juventus missed two second-half 
penalties and their defeat was all 
the more embarrassing as Udinese 
had only 10 men. The visitors’ new 
Belgian defender Regis Genaux 
showed a dubious grasp of Italian 
with a third minute insult to the 
referee which won him an instant 
red card. 

Lippi also brushed off the fact 
that Juventus’ lead in the Serie A 
has been halved lo three points 
after Parma's win over AS Roma. 

“I've always said that the cham¬ 
pionship Isn’t over yet,’ he said, 
'There are still seven matches left 
and that's a long way to go.” 

The players echoed Lippi’s com¬ 
ments to a man. Midfield Angelo 
Di Livio said: “We were perhaps a 
bit tired after two great but tiring 
matches like the ones we had. But 
that's only normal—we’re not 


robots, don’t forget. 

“And anyway, after so much 
praise, a little criticism probably 
won’t do us ny harm. Now we've 
just got to roll up our sleeves and 
get back to being the real 
Juventus.” 

Striker Nicola Amoroso added: 
“We've spent an enormous 
amount of energy over the past 
week and wc weren’t able to 
recover in time. 

“We've still got a three-point 
lead and obviously, we can't afford 
to make any more mistakes. But 
nobody here is going to let things 
slip.'' 

Skipper Antonio Conte, given an 
ovation on his return after six 
months away after cruciate liga¬ 
ment surgery, summed up the 
shock result. “It’s just an isolated 
incident,” he said. “Missing two 
penalties and losing to 10 men is 
not something that happens everv 
dav.” ■ 


"Furiani is Furiani. there's always a 
super atmosphere. I love playing 
there, apart from Iasi season, when on 
the first day 1 injured my ankle in the 
first minute." 

Bastia were hoping the French foot¬ 
ball authorities would on Monday 
pass a.- safe the new top addition to 
one of their xuuvJr which would allow 
another 1.5011 people into the match. 

"It's an all-ticket match and the 
1 1.500) extra places have already been 
reserved." said striker Wiffried Gohei. 

Bastia have played more recently 
than PSG. having drawn 2-2 at Caen 
nn Friday in a match postponed 
because of a waterlogged pitch in 
Fehmary. 

Coach Frederic Anicmcitt will not 
let PSG's poor league form lull him 
into a false sense uf security. 

“Despite everything that's been 
said about this Parisian team. I main¬ 
tain that they arc very solid, especially 
in defence." he said. 

Antonetii is forced to change the 
centre of his defence because of the 
suspensions of Patrick Valery and 
Jcan-Jacqucs Eydelie and doubts over 
the recovery from injury of Poland's 
Piolr Swicrczewski. ■ 


Shaq, Lakers end Jazz's 15-game 
Winning streak , 100-98 | 


By Scott Howard-Cooper 


INGLEWOOD, California—As 
if the Utah Jazz vs. Sbaquille 
O'Neal didn’t turn out to be a 
big enough mismatch Sunday 
afternoon, there was Nick Van 
Exel against Shaquille O’Neal. 
Against his body, if only for a 
moment following a leap. 

“Not smart.” O’Neal said. 

But understandable. Van 
Exel had the best of intentions 
when he learned what it’s like 
to chest bump a brick wall after 
a running start, wanting to leap 
into the arms of O’Neal in cele¬ 
bration and maybe even be car¬ 
ried for an instant. The way 
O'Neal had just carried the Los 
Angeles Lakers in a dramatic 
100-98 victory before 17,505 at 
the Forum that broke the Jazz’s 
15-game winning screak. 

O'Neal, in only his second 
gome back after nearly two 
months out, missed IJ of his 
first 14 shots, then made 
another impressive recovery. 
He scored 39 points, two shy of 
his season high. He grabbed 13 
rebounds. And, not simply 
responding by connecting on 
11 of his next 15 attempts, he 
also hit the game-winner at the 
buzzer, a fall-away 14-footer 
on the left baseline. 

So it was (he Lakers’ biggest 
man who came through on their 
biggest day of the season. Their 
victory, combined with the 
Seattle SuperSonics getting 
crushed by the Houston Rock¬ 
ets. moved the Lakers back into 
a first-place tic with the Super¬ 
Sonics for the lead in the 
Pacific Division and the No. 2 
spot in the West. 

As if what went on in Ingle¬ 
wood wouldn’t have teen 
enough. 

The Lakers got the victory, 
and revenge. They had lost the 
first three games to the Jazz by 
an average of 17.7 points at 
that, and were in danger of 
being swept for the first time in 
the season series. 

Beyond thaL the Lakers had 
pul extra weight on this final 
meeting of the regular season. 
It would not only be a test 
against the team that will finish 
the regular season No. 1 in con¬ 
ference. but what they viewed 
as a true test because it would 
be the first of the four games 
when the Jazz had not been off 
the night before while the Lak- 
ere played and traveled. 

This time, both had Saturday 



off. When O'Neal then started 
to take Sunday off. missing 
several two-footers in the first 
quarter and five of six shots in 
ail. there was concern on the 
Laker sideline. 

“To put it in a word,’’ Coach 
Del Harris said, “yes." 

Things quickly began to look 
better. O’Neal went a more 
respectable five of J 1 from the 
field in the second quarter, then 
got word at halftime in the 
locker room from team physi¬ 
cian Dr. Steve Lombardo, 
impressed af how the all-star 
center had been moving, that all 
time restrictions hail been 
lifted. 

It was probably only sup¬ 
posed to be until the u>u of the 
game anyway, but that gave 
Harris the green light to stay 
with O’Neal as long as he 
needed. So O'Neal went 
another 10 minutes in the third 
quarter, giving him 29 for the 
day. Then he went off. 

Playing the entire fourth 
quarter, making it 41 minutes 
in all, and made five of his first 
eight shots of the period. That 
set the stage for the real hero¬ 
ics. after a timeout with 10.2 
seconds left. 

"Big Fella said coming out 




of the timeout that. *No matter' r 
what happened, get me the ball 
and the game will be oyerT 
Van Exel said. "Sp we got him.: ' " 
the ball and the game , was'\i 
over." • ' ' ' ' : : -:.r? r 

Just not exactly according to/ 
plan. Eddie Jones threw- the | 
ball into Van Exel, who,drib- * 
bled from right to left and ^ 
looked inside. And then contift- 'j 
ued to look. Seconds were ' 
disappearing. 

The problem was that Jones, 
instead of coming around a - 
screen, stood, loo close to ' 
O’Neal So Jones’ man, Bryon -.*^ 
Russell, was available for a.-Jj'. 
quick double-team. The-dock '-f;? 
now down to about three. Van 1 .V 
Exel had no choice but to;maker 
the pass then. ■ "... [/• 4 

O’Neal caught it, / thenvjfsg. 
drifted back to avoid Russell 
and Greg Ostertag. and shot - 
When il went through at the; 4 . w 
buzzer,, the Lakers celebrated.''' /? 
O’Neal screaming’ and Van/^ 
Exel jumping into his arms. At*';-'* 
least before bouncing off, ’ . s ‘J 

"He almost knocked me 
down.” Van Exel said. ■ . 
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